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Corrective for Culture 


by Jack R. Sibley 


Student, Disciples Divinity House 
Chicago, Hlinois 


AVING returned home after a vacation drive 
through a part of the United States, I found 
that I was just a bit perplexed as I thought about 
the fact that America is fast becoming a nation 
of paved roads, tourist trade, and paid vacations. 
Is this all we intend to leave our posterity? 
Is this all the archeologists of the coming ages 
will find? Will they say we were just a group 
of well-motored morons? On such occasions we 
are certainly made to wonder. 

The fact that our nation is bedecked with 
churches is undeniable, but it seems that our so- 
ciety is intent upon placing a great deal more 
emphasis upon its so-called “cultural” realities. 


* Such a view could be both disastrous for culture 
and religion, and certainly it is often detrimental 
to the individual who participates in that culture 
lacking in spiritual depth. 

It is important for the individual to have “a 


faith to live by” as he sets out upon the road of 
life intent upon steering a religious road through 
an otherwise secular society. 

It is the Christian view that man will meet God 
at the end of this road. The important thing, 
therefore, is to travel in constant companionship 
with God. 

The prophet Amos states (Amos 4:12), “Pre- 
pare to meet thy God, O Israel.” The emphasis 
must always be placed upon prepare, for Israel 
supposedly already had a faith that they would 
be able to meet God at the end of life—the true 
beatific vision. Amos, however, is reminding Israel 


& 
that her special position and privileges (portrayed 
most usually by an exalted culture such as they 
then possessed—and we now possess) also carried 
the obligations of a religious spirit. 


Americans may, in a sense, be proud of the 
culture in which they are privileged to live, but 
they should not allow themselves to be lost within 
this culture and lose their religious sensitivity 
and faith. 

True Christian faith is always a corrective for. 
culture, and by means of it every Christian has 
courage to travel the roads of life and the ability 
to steer through the seeming pitfalls which society 
and culture may otherwise bring. This is the real 
strength of our faith which comes to us primarily 
through Jesus the Christ. 
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THIS WEEK’s Cover honors the Camp 
Fire Girls, who are celebrating the 
50th anniversary of their organiza- 
tion this year. Already we have 
given “cover attention” to anniver- 
saries of the Girl Scouts and the Boy 
Scouts, so we are pleased to honor 
the Camp Fire Girls during their 
golden anniversary. The cover 
depicts the three age levels of Camp 
Fire Girls: the Blue Birds, ages 
seven through nine; the Camp Fire 
Girls, ages ten through junior high 
school; and the Horizon Club, for 
high school girls. 


Founded in 1910, the purpose of 
the organization is “to perpetuate 
the spiritual ideals of the home” 
and “to stimulate and aid in the 
formation of habits making for 
health and character.” 
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Too Much of a Good Thing 


by Paul L. Moore 


Too much of a good thing never has been good, 
and never will be! 

This was dramatically demonstrated recently by 
an unusual incident at a Michigan lake. A five- 
and-a-half-pound large-mouth black bass was slain 
by an eight-ounce bluegill! Admittedly, this doesn’t 
seem possible. Yet, did not Goliath meet his 
David? 

Harold Bonnett, conservation officer at Baldwin, 
Michigan, explained this strange event as he 


Human Lives and Churches 
Can Be Ruined by Excesses 


placed the large, frozen evidence in my arms. A 
cottager had noticed the bass struggling feebly in 
the shallow shoreline waters. When he reached 
it its struggling had ceased. His excited hands 
reached for it. 

What, he wondered, could be the matter with 
this lunker? Picking it up he was amazed. He 
had never seen anything like this before! An 
eight-inch bluegill was lodged in the mouth and 
throat of the bass. The bluegill was still alive 
and he released it. The bass he kept. It had 
ruined itself by trying to have too much of a good 
thing! 

It may be unusual to have this happen to a 
fish, but we see nothing unusual in finding human 
lives ruined by excessive appetites! 

Jesus told of a well-to-do farmer who had a sharp 
appetite for possessions and the initiative and tal- 
ents for satisfying his craving. He was not a bad 
man. There was much in him to praise. It is no 
simple thing to arrive at riches. Yet, to be satisfied 
with riches which can be weighed and measured 
is a satisfaction not to be applauded. 

At the very moment the rich farmer was pat- 
ting himself on the back “God was pointing an 


Mr. Moore is minister of the Church of Christ at 
Sidney, Ohio. 


4 (1028) 


accusing finger and saying, “Fool! this night your 
soul is required of you... .’’ God was not satisfied. 
That farmer had choked his soul by an appetite 
which did not consider with generosity the needs of 
God and man for the very wealth he was hoarding 
for himself. 

That man is not forgotten. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he is much imitated! Centuries of acquaint- 
anceship with this story have not yet proved suf- 
ficient for saving men and women from repeating 
the same mistake. People of virtue continue to 
display a knack for converting virtue to vice, 
good to evil. 

Jesus does not condemn wealth. Possessions 
are not evil in themselves. But the Master wants 
no one to get the idea that laying up treasures for 
oneself is synonymous with righteousness, is pro- 
ductive of fine relations with God, or puts one’s 
heart where it ought to be. 


When Jesus counselled that the wise man puts 
first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, he was 
not fooling around with words which simply 
sound right. He was speaking the truth and the 
truth echoes the truth. He is right! 


How wise are you? Do you hear his words and 
do them? I find that more often than I care to 
admit I am like the foolish man who built his house 
on the sand: I hear the words but do not do them. 
Then, in self-defense, I make excuses. 


How wise is your church? What words is it 
hearing and doing? What kind of appetite does 
it have? Is it hungering chiefly to feed itself, to 
keep its own needs met, its own internal organiza- 
tion satisfied, or is it hungering to do the will of 
God, to reach out first of all and bring the spirit 
and the word of the Lord to a waiting world? 


That church is choking itself to death which 
seeks to keep too much of a good thing for itself! 
Only by desiring that others share in all good 
things it has does the Christian fellowship save 
itself from its most insidious enemy: the selfish- 
ness of its members. 

The best things in life are kept, not by those 
who hoard themselves, but by those who give 
themselves away. How generous are you with 
God and your neighbor? 
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DEAR FRIEND: 


It was a joy to receive your letter and to know 
that your seminary experiences are so enriching for 
you. Your question concerning employment as a 
pastor or as an associate pastor when you graduate 
also pleases me because it indicates you believe 
there is merit in both positions and you are so 
right. 

The Apostle Paul states in the Book of Ephesians 
that some are called to be prophets, some to be 
pastors, and some to be teachers. I am sure that 
today Paul would add this, ‘And some to be as- 
sociates.” 

This is an honorable position, one in which you 
can render a unique service to our Lord and one 
which I wish every qualified young minister could 


A Pastor’s Letter to a Timothy 
Considering an Associate Ministry 
Makes a Good Case for This Work 


experience. Some men enter this phase of Chris- 
tian work as a full life-time profession and they 
are achieving distinction in their own right as 
such. You, I believe, are considering an associate’s 
position as a preliminary to becoming a full pastor 
and are wondering if you would be wasting your 
time and your seven years of training. 

My experience as an associate for three and one- 
half years was never a waste of anything. No 
doubt you are hearing the same tales I heard— 
of the minister who wants a “wastebasket 
emptier’—of the congregation who wants a hu- 
man dynamo who can read their minds, double 
the attendance at youth meetings, and do all 
their work for them. Maybe they are true but 
they do not have to be for you. 

A congregation appreciates a man who re- 
quests his job to be outlined in detail (sometimes 
they discover they were not in agreement about 
this and did not know it), they admire a man 
who presents his qualifications in the light of the 
job they want done, they respect the man who 
strives his best to carry out their proposed plans, 
and they love a man who leads them into accom- 
plishing their desires themselves. 

When you join your understanding of the con- 
gregation to a feeling of mutual respect, a knowl- 
edge of responsibility areas and a common desire to 
further God’s work with the pastor, your path 
will be clear and straight. 

Your opportunities for service and experience 
will be multiple and varied since most churches 
who employ two ministers have over 750 members. 
One of the first earmarks of my new status was 
an organization of my professional life. You, 





Mr. Oakes is minister of Central Christian Church 
in Clarksburg, West Virginia. 
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“And Some 


to be Associates” 


by Bernard M. Oakes 


too, will find encouragement to pattern your days 
with regular hours of office work, regular hours of 
study, regular hours of calling, and regular time 
for your family. 

Church members are aware of the need for 
flexibility in your schedule because they are aware 
of their own unscheduled needs of your services 
but they will be grateful for some knowledge of 
when, where, and how you can be reached and glad 
to respect your routine. 

Most associates are responsible for the youth 
program of the church and you will find real ful- 
fillment in this area which will be of primary con- 
cern to you throughout your ministry. In your 
position of specialized responsibilities, you can 
gain invaluable experience and _ self-confidence 
while doing broad reading, administrating a large- 
scale youth program, and meeting with other as- 
sociates and religious education directors in your 
area. 

No doubt you will direct an annual retreat, help 
organize an appealing week-by-week youth pro- 
gram, teach in camps and conferences, and lead an 
active athletic program of basketball, baseball, 
bowling, volley ball, and touch football. Your 
life will never be dull! 

Through a vast amount of regular pastoral call- 
ing, you will meet many interesting personalities 
and have numerous opportunities for pastoral 
counseling under the advisement of a successful, 
experienced senior minister. You will broaden 
your views for the future with participation in 
every-member canvasses and special building-fund 
drives. I emphasize that these will broaden your 
outlook, not narrow it to a condescending attitude 
toward small, financially impoverished churches. 
Probably you will assist in leading worship serv- 
ices. 

Your people will be generous and appreciative, 
but they may think of you as an apprentice, a 
student still, but do we ever stop learning? They 
will forget that you are a seminary graduate and 
probably refused a position as a pastor of a smaller 
church in order to become an associate, and they 
will say, “You preached such a good sermon for a 
young man who is only an associate.” 


(Continued on page 28.) 
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With Police Escort 





It was his day. 


For the first time, 
Jack Jones rode in a Cadillac! 


E TOOK an unforgettable car ride last week. 

Dozens of friends and members of the fam- 
ily of Jack Jones all gathered to honor him. It 
was his day. For the first time, Jack rode in a 
Cadillac, which glided over the criss-crossing city 
streets with the ease of a lazy seagull skimming 
the calm waters of the Gulf. 

A grand-mannered motor policeman escorted us. 
He was dressed in official blues; and there was 
about him an impressive air of authority which 
went well with his heavily strapped holster and 
gun. 

All that had to happen to keep our party mov- 
ing at our established rate of speed was for him 
to hold up one gloved hand .. . and presto... 
everyone in sight stopped. It was like magic and 
something extra special for Jack. 

He was accustomed to an old model small car, 
which he maneuvered through congested city 
traffic, hoping he’d emerge without a couple of 
fenders crushed. 

Soon the noise, the rush of the city traffic lay 
behind us. The green sweep of the open country, 
the coolness of the meadows, the splash of wild- 
flower colors and the singing of birds began to 
charm us with the peace of the countryside. 

Finally, we entered a beautiful formal garden. 
One could see that it had been planned with care. 
The design had been conceived with love. There 
had been a reverence for the artistic in the plac- 
ing of the statuary, the sculptured, rounded ever- 
greens, the tall reach of graceful Italian cypress 
and the sheltering coolness of the heavy stone col- 
umns in the summerhouse. 

Suddenly, while meditating upon the comforting 
peace of the garden, we were conscious of gently 
flowing strains of music, spilling out into the gold 
of the morning sunshine, bathing our weary spirits 
with melody soothing as a benediction. 

Then ... a voice came, speaking: 
ashes .. . dust to dust... .” 

With a cruel stab into our consciousness, we 


“Ashes to 
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by Maybon Lindley 


were forced to realize: 
Jones, is dead! 

“Jack has had his first and last ride in a polished, 
black Cadillac. Why did it have to come too late? 

“Here he lies in a bed of pure white satin. En- 
cased within a vault of steel. Must have cost a 
small fortune! Jack never slept on a bed worth 
more than fifty dollars . . . not in his whole life. . . . 

“And look at that blanket of roses, carnations 
and chrysanthemums laid over his casket! Why 
didn’t he get some of these to smell while living? 

“What does it all mean? This pomp and show 
of concern? What good does it do Jack, now? He 
can’t smell the roses. Or feel the satin bed or 
enjoy the Cadillac ride. What is the answer?” 

Once again, the minister’s voice broke into the 
foreground of our thinking: ‘Ashes to ashes... 
dust to dust... .” 

As the minister read the scriptures, an answer 
came: ‘You foolish man! What you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies. And what you 
sow is not the body which is to be... [1 Cor. 
15 :36-37]. 

“What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual body [1 Cor. 15:42-44]. 

“In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you?” [John 14:2]. 

So this is the answer! The Cadillac with po- 
lice escort, the silken bed, the blanket of blossoms, 
the expensive casket ... all are to celebrate the 
spiritual body of Jack. That new body which has 
departed into another room, into that house not 
made by human hands. 

Jack, this is your day of victory! We have 
done what we could to give you a fine send off. 
So long, Jack, until we meet again! 


“Our dear friend, Jack 
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Editorials 


Fortunate Bull Fight 


ANE ADDAMS was watching a bull fight 
J in Spain when she suddenly realized what 
her life’s work must be. That’s the only 
value we have ever been able to discover in 
a bull fight. 

Miss Addams had recently been in London 
and had watched the poor as they scrambled 
for the unsalable vegetables at the close of 
a market day. At the arena she was re- 
minded that the helpless animals and the 
helpless people had something in common. 
She must go back to Chicago and help the 
helpless people. 

You could live in Chicago all your life and 
never see Hull House. In fact, we had been 
living there some years when we first heard 
of it—in Hartford, Connecticut. This was 
due to the fact that Graham Taylor had gone 
from Hartford to Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary to become what we now know as a pro- 
fessor of social ethics. 

This is the centennial year of Miss Ad- 
dams’ birth and it is fitting that we call at- 
tention to her work. It is certainly not her 
fault that Christians engaged in social work 
designed to help their fellow man who is 
caught in a social melieu from which he does 
not know how to escape, still have to defend 
their activity as a Christian enterprise. She 
would not have wished defense, any more 
than our Lord himself did, as he went about 
doing good to the poor. 

Miss Addams was called a socialist be- 
cause she branched out from immediate re- 
lief and reading rooms to fight for social 
legislation in labor laws, the dispensing of 
pure food and drugs, and especially for wom- 
an suffrage. But they couldn’t daunt the 
spirit of this physically disabled woman 
whose eyes were on the stars and on the 
needy at the same time. 

She was born a century ago. She worked 
half a century. The cynic would wander the 
streets a few blocks from the center of her 
activity and sneer that she was a failure. 
It would be difficult to convince some peo- 
ple of that. Think, for instance, of just three 
of those who lived in the Hull House neigh- 
borhood. There was Thomas G. Masaryk 
who became president of Czechoslovakia; 
Mackenzie King who became Prime Minister 
of Canada; and Gerard Swope who became 
chairman of the board of the General Electric 
Company. And the young girl who now 
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works in a clean factory building, with de- 
cent hours and pay, whose mother worked 
in a sweatshop—she is probably the greatest 
beneficiary of Jane Addams’ Christian so- 
cial service. 


What Kind of Fulfillment? 


VERYONE has a purpose to fulfill in life 
and happy is he who knows what he is 
called to do. Unhappily, there are many per- 
sons looking only for ways in which to fulfill 
their own desires rather than the purposes 
of God. We should try to make the two co- 
incide. 

Sometimes there is only a fine line of dis- 
tinction between the selfish goals of the actor 
and the satisfactory accomplishment of God’s 
will. Indeed, the good may be done while 
its influence upon the one who did it is only 
an increase in self-pride. 

There are too many people around the 
church who fit this description too well too 
much of the time. They “just love’ little 
children, so they take over a department in 
order to have some little fuzzy-wuzzies to 
cuddle. They appreciate great music so they 
join the choir and persuade the director to 
try something out of the range of possibility. 

There are those who are lonely and so they 
organize a study group, any kind of a study 
group, in order to have associations they 
could not get otherwise. And how about the 
sentimentalist who shows up once a year on 
the date of Grandpa’s passing, to sniff the 
flowers and receive the accolades of the faith- 
ful because he condescended to appear again 
this year? 

Are these really ways of fulfilling God’s 
purposes for us? Surely, they cannot be. As 
we have said, the results of the actions, in 
an objective way, may be good. One might 
really be a good teacher, or a good singer, 
even though he was thinking only of self- 
satisfaction when he set to work. 

The purpose of this piece is to encourage 
a bit of self-examination to see whether one 
is growing in grace or in pride. Once a per- 
son starts seeking new means of self-grati- 
fication, he soon uses any means available 
to accomplish the desired ends. This may 
include the use of other people. One is dan- 
gerously near separation from God when he 
separates himself from his fellows as persons 
and sees them only as pawns in a game of 
ego-boosting. 
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by Wallace A. Ely 


“When a minister says that he will preach a 
doctrinal sermon, I just do not attend,” a man 
who loved fellowship with all Christians said. 

He was like the innkeeper in St. Roman’s Well 
whose guests frequently got into arguments. They 
would go to him to settle their arguments. He 
always replied, “You are both right and you are 
both wrong.” The man who purposely missed all 
doctrinal sermons was both right and wrong. 

Most unfortunately doctrinal preaching and 
teaching often becomes a time when the instructor 
murders the feeling of those who differ with him. 
This frequently removes all possibility of his 
changing the opinion of anyone who holds to an 
opinion which differs with him. Too, it brings a 
deep regret to many who believe as he teaches. 
Yet, we must have Christian doctrine. It is right 
to present doctrine as the honest opinion of the 
teacher. It is wrong to teach doctrine in such a 
manner as to offend all who differ with the teacher. 

Christian doctrine is more than a dogma or doc- 
trine. It is a life. Christian doctrine that does 
not produce Christian life has been defeated in 
its purpose. Life cannot be everything. It must 
be something. It must have a philosophy. Chris- 
tian philosophy of life is the only life that is 
founded upon the Rock of Ages. Upon the Rock 
of Ages, the house will starid when the rains 
descend, the winds blow and the floods come. It is 


Our Father’s House 
by Mrs. Mary E. Curfman 


We enter into our Father’s house 
And greet the dear ones there. 

We join in singing grand old hymns 
‘And hear a voice in prayer. 


It takes the pain from an aching heart 
And brings an inner peace, 

For the love we find in our Father’s house 
Is a joy that will never cease. 
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More than Dogma or Doctrine, 
CHRISTIAN Doctrine Is Founded 
onthe Rock, Centered on God's Will 


the only philosophy of life that is in the center of 
God’s will. 

Jesus gave many positive teachings and in- 
spired writers have given us much direct informa- 
tion about God’s will in our lives. These give us 
the Christian doctrines by which we should live 
and which we should teach to our children and to 
all men everywhere. Man’s fellowship with God 
in Christ Jesus is conditioned upon certain views 
of the proper,relationship between God and man, 
and which govern our purposes, attitudes and 
practices. It excludes other views which are con- 
trary or contradictory to Christian doctrine. 

Religion without doctrine would be religion with- 
out truth. Rational man would reject such a 
religion. He would have no way to interpret it for 
himself and he would have no way to pass it to 
others. Indeed, it is impossible to have a religion 
without doctrine. 

It would be folly for a stock breeder to at- 
tempt the development of stock without bones. 
He might say that flesh is all he wants, so he will 
eliminate the bones. Such animals could not stand 
nor go about. 

Christian doctrine supplies man’s desire for per- 


‘fect truth. It is void of all error as it is a perfect 


revelation of the all-wise, all-powerful and all-seeing 
God who is perfect in holiness. By Christian doc- 
trine man can make a total adjustment of his 
relationship to God. 

At his best, man is greatly limited in what he 
may know about God. God’s ways and God’s 
thoughts are as high above man’s ways and man’s 
thoughts as the heavens are above the earth. His 
ways are past knowing about by man. 

Material things about us are mysteries. We 
know all about nothing. We do know enough 
about the necessities of life to appropriate them 
and do well. God has placed within our under- 
standing enough of Christian doctrine that we can 
have full redemption from sin. Too, we can have 
life eternal in the world to come. We can also 
know that our services are acceptable to God and 
that our eternal rewards are sure and certain. 

We may know all about Christian doctrine that 
God sees necessary for us to know. We can know 
enough to repent of sin, by faith to accept Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord, to be diligent in 
prayer, to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
and to do all of the other things that give us 
peace with God. 

We can know enough to say, “I must be about 
my Father’s business.’ All this is Christian doc- 
trine and should be believed, practiced and taught. 
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Platform for a Decade 


The Council of Agencies Projects 
Plans for Disciples in the 1960's 


S THE curtain came down on 

the biennial meeting of the Dis- 
ciples’ important Council of Agen- 
cies in Lynchburg, Virginia, the 
Christian Churches raised the cur- 
tain on a decade. 


Final approval was given at 
Lynchburg for plans affecting the 
churches during the Decade of Deci- 
sion—1960-1970. 


The Council meets every two 
years to correlate the long-range 
programs of the agencies among 
the Christian Churches. The prin- 
cipal business for the sessions on the 
campus of Lynchburg College was 
the completion of plans for the 60’s. 

During the meetings, special at- 
tention was called to a “Letter to 
the Churches” circulated to initiate 
the ten-year program. 

The document called for cou- 
rageous and comprehensive action, 
asserting: “We Disciples have con- 
tributed much to Christian thought 
and witness. Yet we bring into this 
decade some unresolved issues 
which call for decision. Qn the is- 
sues of maturity, unity, witness, 
and stewardship, we must decide 
during the 1960's.” 


Findings of group discussions of 
institutional executives, agency 
leaders and various other organiza- 
tions among the Disciples reported 
findings to the biennial meeting 
composed of over 100 leaders among 
the Christian Churches. 


The chairman of the Council was 
Dr. Wilbur H. Cramblet, president 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion and a key person in the mas- 
terminding of the Council a few 
years ago. 


Reviewing the plans for the ten- 
year period, Dr. Cramblet said, “We 
are not setting up definite goals, 
but we are encouraging individual 
churches to establish their own 
goals and do as much as they can 
in all areas in this ten-year period.” 


Among the items reported for 
study during the sessions were: a 


AUGUST 14, 1960 


national program of recruitment 
and education of the ministry; in- 
ter-agency cooperation; effective 
use of brotherhood publications; 
and parallel emphases on “deepen- 
ing the spiritual and stewardship 
life of the Disciples.” 

The new church program was dis- 
cussed. It is anticipated that new 
congregations will be established in 
various sections of the United States 
and also in other countries. The 
Council’s Interim Committee was 
authorized to establish a New 
Church Committee to complete 
plans and make _ specific recom- 
mendations for planting new con- 
gregations. 

Major consideration was given to 
the leadership of the Decade of De- 
cision planning. The Council’s In- 
terim Committee was authorized to 
serve as the steering committee for 
the program of the decade. The 
interim committee will delegate 
guidance and supervision to sub- 
committees. 

Hoke S. Dickinson, pastor of Wil- 
shire Boulevard Christian Church, 
Los Angeles, Calif., and associate 
secretary-elect of Unified Promotion 
(beginning Sept. 1), is responsible 
for coordinating capital promotion 
for the Decade of Decision program. 


In order to assist local churches 
in developing program for the ten- 
year program, the Council continua- 
tion of a church visitation effort 
which will during this year bring 
the program emphases to more than 
7700 local churches. 


While the Council of Agencies 
meetings were in progress the news 
came of strife in the new Republic 
of The Congo. Dr. Virgil Sly, ex- 
ecutive chairman of the United 
Christian Missionary Society’s Divi- 
sion of World Missions, was on hand 
to give first reports on evacuation 
of Disciples’ missionaries. At the 
closing session of the Council a 
resolution of cOncern was approved 
which gave assurances of agency 
support to meet the crisis. 


Plans discussed and reported on 
for further study included: re- 
structuring the brotherhood organ- 
izational patterns; missions strategy 
program; merger of the Negro 
agencies among Disciples with the 
United Society; consultation on 
world outreach; reorganization of 
program planning procedures; and a 
conference for state and area sec- 
retaries. 

Elected as the new chairman was 
Willard M. Wickizer, the executive 
chairman of the Division of Church 
Life and Work for the United 


Society. Also elected were: Fred 
Helsabeck, president of Culver- 
Stockton College, vice-president; 


Marvin E. Smith, director of the 
Division of Church School Publica- 
tions for the Christian Board of 
Publication, secretary; and Rolland 
H. Sheafor, vice-president of the 
Board of Church Extension, trea- 
surer. 


The president of the International 
Convention, Loren E. Lair, gave the 
closing address. He urged agency 
representatives to implement’ the 
plans which have been made by com- 
miting themselves and their organ- 
izations to basic principles in keep- 
ing with a broadened understanding 
of the nature of the Church. 


“The principle of unity in our 
planning and promotion brings mu- 
tual concern and helpfulness to our 
total task,” he said. “We must 
look for continued growth as we 
appraise the potential of our people 
in terms of evangelism, education 
and a more effective ministry.” 

Dr. Lair, who is the executive 
secretary for the Iowa Society of 
Christian Churches, called upon ex- 
ecutives to bring to the Decade of 
Decision a seething, fervent spirit 
that the plans we make can be ac- 
complished. 

“The times,” said Dr. Lair, “call 
for a long view of history by all 
Christians, with renewed faith in 
God’s purpose for His world and its 
fulfillment through the lives of dedi- 
cated men.” 
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Document Urges Unity, 
Sacrifice, Dedication 


Youth Assembly in 
Europe Spirited 


LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND—Eu- 
rope’s Christian youth should be 
in the forefront of movements 
dedicated to serving the world 
and especially countries of rapid 
social change, the First European 
Youth Assembly sponsored here 
by the World Council of Churches 
declared in a 3,500-word state- 
ment adopted at its final session. 

Approved by some 1,400 Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox delegates and 
visitors from 15 European countries, 
as well as another 400 from Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and North 
and South America, the statement 
also strongly commended efforts to- 
ward Christian unity, appealed for 
“increasingly inclusive inter-com- 
munion” between the Protestant 
denominations, and criticized divisive 
East-West attitudes. 

It was announced that copies of 
the statement would be sent to the 
meeting of the World Council’s Cen- 
tral Committee which takes place 
at St. Andrew’s, Scotland, in August 
and to the WCC’s Third Assembly 
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which is to be held at New Delhi, 
India, in 1961. 

Concerning the present disunity 
of the Church, the statement said: 
“We are grateful to God that in 
our gathering we have recognized 
more clearly than ever before that, 
in spite of differences of language 
and denomination, of race and na- 
tionality, we are one as members 
of the Body of Christ. 

“We members of the Lausanne 
Assembly,” it declared, “solemnly 
confess to Jesus Christ as the Light 
of the World, humbly beseeching 
that if we truly allow His light to 
shine in and through our own lives, 
then not only will the life and wit- 
ness of our churches be renewed, 
but we also shall be led by God 
to the unity for which we yearn.” 

A Dutch theologian challenged 
delegates to deal with the issue of 
denominational separateness in “an 
impatient and recklessly courageous 
way.” 

Dr. Johannes Hoekendijk, in the 
final formal speech of the confer- 
ence, said the need is for revolu- 
tionary approaches to questions of 
inter-church fellowship and coopera- 
tion. 

“Are there no revolutionaries here, 
people who do not want to improve 
or modify the structure and in- 
stitutions of our Christian life, but 
who are ready to break out of 
denominational prisons?” he asked. 























































The en at Large 





—RNS Photo 
LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND—Some of the 1,800 delegates and visitors to 
the World Council of Churches’ First European Youth Assembly in Lausanne 
use earphones to listen to translations of addresses. The 12-day meeting 
was attended by young representatives from churches in 15 European coun- 
tries, as well as Africa, Asia, the Middle East and North and South America. 
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“Is there any chance for you to 
avoid one of the major ecumenical 
sins—that of being ‘churchy’?” 


Permits Impounding 
Of Suspects’ Mail 


Law Hits Obscenity 


NEwportT, R. l—President 
Eisenhower, here for a brief va- 
cation, signed into law a bill 
designed to strengthen the Post- 
master General’s fight against the 
mailing of obscene materials. 

The legislation makes it possible 
for the Postmaster General to im- 
pound indefinitely the mail of a 
suspected smut peddler, pending the 
outcome of court proceedings against 
them. The impounding, however, 
must be authorized by a court order. 

In the past post office officials 
had no authority to halt mail going 
to a suspected offender until they 
had obtained a conviction in court. 
The law was amended by Congress 
in 1958 to provide for a 20-day mail 
impounding period while the Post 
Office Department went to court 
to get an injunction. This 20-day 
period proved too short to enable 
the department to prepare its legal 
case. 

Under the new legislation, the 
Postmaster General may go into the 
federal district court with jurisdic- 
tion over the area where the of- 
fender receives his mail and apply 
for a temporary restraining order to 
keep the defendant from further 
violation of the law pending con- 
clusion of legal proceedings against 
him, and appeals therefrom. 


$250,000 to ICU 


New YorK—John D. Rockefeller, 
III, has made a personal gift of 
$250,000 toward construction of a 
new library on the campus of the 
Japan International Christian Un- 
iversity near Tokyo. 


Ratification Goal 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—A _ {full-scale 
“get-out-the-vote”’ campaign is be- 
ing organized throughout the nation 
to insure ratification of the newly- 
adopted constitution of the United 
Church of Christ. Balloting must 
be completed by next June 1. The 
constitution must be ratified by two- 
thirds of the Congregational Chris- 
tian churches that vote on it and by 
two-thirds of all Evangelical and 
Reformed synods. 
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Memorial Service for Toyohiko Kagawa 


AT A MEMORIAL SERVICE in New York for the late Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, 
famed Japanese Christian social evangelist, was his daughter, Umeka, 
shown with from left: Dr. John Conventry Smith, general secretary, 
Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations; Dr. Alfred 
S. Akamatsu, pastor, Japanese-American United Church of Christ, New 
York; Dr. €. Darby Fulton, general secretary, Southern Presbyterian Board 
of World Missions; and Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the National 
Council of Churches and pastor of Delmar Baptist Church, St. Louis. 


Christian Demonstration in Okinawa 


—RNS PHOTO 
FAITH IN RELIGION is displayed on signs carried by Okinawans who 
greeted President Eisenhower during his two-hour stop-over at Naha while 
flying between Formosa and South Korea. The President was on a nine- 

day Far Eastern goodwill journey. 


NEWS 
in focus 


From Graham Movie 


—RNS PHOTO 
A NEW BILLY GRAHAM MOVIE en- 
titled “Africa on the Bridge” is be- 
ing shown in churches throughout 
the country following its premier in 
Washington, D. C. This still scene 
shows the evangelist conversing 
informally with village women dur- 
ing his two-month African Crusade 
in which he held 24 meetings in 17 

cities. 


President of ABC 


C. STANTON GALLUP of Plainfield, Conn., is the newly 
elected president of the American Baptist Convention. 
Pinning a rose on him at the convention’s 53rd annual 
meeting in Rochester, N. Y., is Mrs. Maurice B. Hodge, 
Portland, Ore., a former ABC president and co-general 
chairman of the American Baptist 1961 sessions slated 


in Portland. 
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ALLIANCE PRESIDENT 


RIo DE JANEIRO—Dr. Joao F. Soren 
of Rio de Janeiro, head of the 
Brazilian Baptist Convention’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee, was elected to a 
five-year term as president of the 
Baptist World Alliance at the Tenth 
Baptist World Congress here. 

The congress, which meets every 
five years, was attended by some 
12,500 delegates from about 70 coun- 
tries. Represented by the BWA are 
some 23 million Baptists in more 
than 100 nations. 


WITNESSES TRANSLATION 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND—Climaxing 
over 12 years of work, the sixth and 
final volume of the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures 
was released here at the first of an 
international series of “Peace-pursu- 
ing District Assemblies” of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses. 

Announcement of the English 
translation’s completion was made 
by Nathan H. Knorr of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., president of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society, legal agency 
for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


NAZARENE PLANS 


Kansas CiTy, Mo.—Members of 
the Church of the Nazarene were 
challenged by Dr. Samuel Young of 
Kansas City, Mo., one of its five 
General Superintendents, to enlist at 
least 70,000 more communicants and 
start 800 new churches during the 
next four years. 

This goal was set by Dr. Young in 
his keynote address to the denom- 
ination’s quadrennial General As- 
sembly here. 


MISGUIDED ZEAL... 


LYNWwooD, CALIF.—Misguided reli- 
gious zeal is as great a threat to 
American freedom as is godless 
atheism, delegates to the 57th an- 
nual Camp Meeting of the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church were told 
here. 

Alger H. Johns of Glendale, di- 
rector of religious liberty activities 
of West Coast Adventists, said in 
defining the relation between Church 
and State, “Each individual owes 
loyalty to the civil government and 
to God. These loyalties never con- 
flict unless perverted reason and 
misdirected zeal bring the church 
into politics or politics into the 
church.” 
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BILLY IN CONGRESS 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Evangelist 
Billy Graham prayed God to grant 
“supernatural wisdom” to the mem- 
bers of Congress that they may be 
able to find solutions to the prob- 
lems the world faces. 

The evangeljst served as a guest 
chaplain in the House of Repre- 
sentatives during his eight-day cru- 
sade in the nation’s capital. 


NAE PRESIDENT 


Cuicaco, ILL.—Dr. Thomas F. Zim- 
merman of Springfield, Mo., general 
superintendent of the Assemblies of 
God, was elected president of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
at its 18th annual convention here. 


NO LODGE MEMBERS 


NORTHFIELD, MINN.—Lodge mem- 
bers are being barred from the 
church council of The American 
Lutheran Church (TALC). 

This was revealed by Elmer C. 
Reinertson, who was elected presi- 
dent of TALC’s Southeastern Min- 
nesota district at its constituting 
convention here. 

TALC, a new denomination of 
2,250,000 members, was formed in 
Minneapolis in April through merger 
of the present American Lutheran 
church, Evangelical Lutheran 
church and United Evangelical 
Lutheran church. It will begin to 
function Jan. 1, 1961. 


APPEAL REJECTED 


ConcorpD, N. H.—A new appeal 
to free Dr. Willard Uphaus, Chris- 
tian pacifist serving one year in the 
Merrimack County jail, was rejected 
here by the New Hampshire Su- 
preme Court. 

The New Haven, Conn., Methodist 
layman was jailed last Dec. 14 for 
refusing to divulge the names of 
guests at his World Fellowship, 
Inc., at Conway, N. H., in a sub- 
versive activities investigation con- 
ducted by the New Hampshire at- 
torney general. 


FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 


CLEVELAND, OHI0—Congregational 
Christian Churches have _ raised 
$4,500,000 toward a $7,500,000 goal 
for Christian higher education, it 
was reported at a meeting of the 
denomination’s Board of Home Mis- 
sions here. 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass of New ~ 
York, the board’s executive vice- 
president, said the campaign would 
continue through June, 1961. 


PROPHETS TOO! 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Protestant 
ministers in Southern cities have 
provided more leadership in the 
white community for integration 
than all other groups combined, a 
Harvard professor declared here. 

Dr. Thomas Pettigrew, speaking 
before the 17th annual Race Rela- 
tions Institute at Fisk University, 
said that four of every five min- 
isters in the South were integra- 
tionists. 


KAGAWA MEMORIAL 


New YorK—A memorial service 
for Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, inter- 
nationally famous Japanese Chris- 
tian leader and social worker who 
died in Tokyo last April, was con- 
ducted here by Dr. Edwin T. Dahl- 
berg of St. Louis, Mo., president of 
the National Council of Churches. 


A CENTENNIAL 


PHILADELPHIA—The Lutheran, of- 
ficial weekly newsmagazine of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year. 

Doubling in circulation since 1951, 
the publication now has more than 
200,000 subscribers. 

Editor of The Lutheran since 1945 
has been Dr. G. Elston Ruff. 


OBSCENITY CONVICTION 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Postmaster 
General Arthur E. Summerfield an- 
nounced here that the department 
in its enforcement drive has _ ob- 
tained conviction in the Federal 
Court at Nashville, Tenn., of “one 
of the largest, most persistent and 
brazen mail-order dealers in ob- 
scenity.” 

Roy A. Oakley, 37, of Gallatin, 
Tenn., has been sentenced to two 
years in prison. He is free on bond 
pending appeal, with the stipula- 
tion that his bond will be revoked 
if he resumes his mail-order busi- 
ness which was reported by postal 
inspectors to be grossing $500-$600 
a day at the time of his arrest. 


DAMAGE IN CHILE 


New YorK—Roman Catholic 
churches, schools, seminaries and 
clinics in the southern part of Chile 
suffered destruction or damages to 
the extent of “tens of millions of 
dollars” as a result of earthquakes 
and tidal waves, it was reported to 
Catholic Relief Services—National 
Catholic Welfare Conference here. 
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Did You Know? 


* Dip you KNow that American 
embassy officials drafted a _ third- 
generation Presbyterian missionary 
as Official interpreter for President 
Eisenhower on his recent visit to 
Korea? He was 43-year-old Korea- 
born Dr. Horace G. Underwood, who 
was called to active Navy duty for 
the assignment, which included in- 
terpreting the U. S. President’s his- 
toric address to the Korea National 
Assembly. 


Dip YOU KNOW that Gideons In- 
ternational, Christian businessmen’s 
association noted for placing millions 
of Bibles in hotels and motels 
throughout America and the world, 
has actually distributed more than 
40 million Bibles not only in hotels 
but also in jails, hospitals, trains, 
airplanes and ships. The Gideons 
recently held their annual conven- 
tion in Los Angeles. Founded in 
1898, the organization has some 
21,000 members in 50 countries. 


Dip you KNOW that Steven C. 
Rockefeller, 24-year-old son of New 
York’s Governor Nelson C. Rocke- 
feller, is considered the possibility of 
the Christian ministry as a career? 

He has enrolled in Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary for preliminary studies 
designed to help him decide on the 
matter of the ministry as a lifework. 

Young Rockefeller will become a 
full-time student, although at pres- 
ent not a candidate for the bachelor 
of divinity degree. 

If he should become a clergyman 
he would be the first descendant of 
John D. Rockefeller, a devout Bap- 
tist, to do so, according to a Reli- 
gious News Service report. Steven’s 
sister, Ann, is married to an Epis- 
copal minister in Evanston, Illinois, 
Robert Laughlin Pierson. 


Nature of Our Time 


x GEORGE EARLE OWEN, executive 
chairman of the United Christian 
Missionary Society’s Division of Gen- 
eral Departments, gave a terrifying 
but tremendous word picture of the 
“Nature of Our Time” as he began 
his address before the Washington 
State Convention of Christian 
Churches. Following is the challenge 
which he hurled as an introduction 
to his address: 


DEFYING DESCRIPTION: breath tak- 
ing, space leaping, cataclysmic, 
apocalyptic, kaleidoscopic, an age of 
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appalling possibilities and golden op- 
portunities, of revolutionary changes 
and radical upheavals, of prodigious 
potentials and extravagant expendi- 
tures, of tremendous transitions and 
dynamic decisions, of ideological 
wars and “fallout threats,” of shat- 
tering failures and spectacular suc- 
cesses, of nuclear giants and ethical 
pygmies, of guided missiles and mis- 
guided men, of permissive parents 
and juvenile delinquents, of a seg- 
regated society in a democratic na- 
tion, of a fragmented church in an 
ecumenical world, of the organiza- 
tion man and the neurotic person, 
of material abundance and spiritual 
poverty, of vast stores of knowledge 
and religious illiteracy, of increased 
medical triumphs and growing men- 
tal illness, of hidden persuaders and 
uncommitted pledges, of dim views 
in a well-lighted world, of a church 
with plenty of dough but little 
leaven. 


Kresge on Education 


a Stanley S. Kresge, vice-chairman 
of the board for the S. S. Kresge 
Company, and president of the 
Kresge * Foundation, Detroit, had 
some significant things to say about 
education when he spoke for the 
119th annual commencement of 
Bethany College. 

He said: “The impact of educa- 
tion has been a dominant factor 
in shaping the course of civilization 
at every great turn of history. It 
has varied in content as the need 
required. Sometimes it has been 
religious education—sometimes poli- 
tical—sometimes social—sometimes 
scientific. 

“But always the great steps for- 
ward in man’s incessant climb have 
been firmly planted on the paths 
of education.” 

Kresge, who was awarded the 
honorary doctor of humanities de- 
gree, expressed concern over the 
low level of economic teaching in 
secondary schools, colleges, and uni- 
versities and advocated that “every 
graduate should know what makes 
our economic system operate, why it 
has proven itself superior to commu- 
nism and socialism. 

He said “the test of a college. 
graduate as he enters the world 
of making a livelihood and making 
a life, is his ability to think and his 
capacity for growth.” Kresge said 
liberal arts education should help 
the students develop individual per- 
spective. 


Finger-Fono 


The American Bible Society is 
making use of an inexpensive, fin- 
ger-powered phonograph, the Fin- 
ger-Fono to meet the needs of 
people who are not yet able to 
read, or who have no written lan- 
guage. 

With recordings of passages of 
scripture, the Finger-Fono is serving 
a good purpose. 

Recently Secretary James Z. Net- 
tinga of the American Bible So- 
ciety demonstrated the device for 
Metropolitan Boris, Exarch of the 
Moscow Patriarchate in the U. S. A. 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
The Metropolitan visited Society 
headquarters in New York with his 
secretary and two representatives 
of the Leningrad Theological Acad- 
emy. 


A Finger-Fono demonstration is 
given for Metropolitan Boris in New 
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From Holland Hendrik Scholte Came 

To Found Pella, lowa, and "The 
Christian Church” as a Protest Against 
. . But He Was Deserted 
Unaware of Other “Christians Only” 


Sectarianism . 


And Others... 


by Lyle Halderman 


Students of the history of our movement are 
familiar with the statement that the Campbells 
were not the only originators of the idea—that a 
number of men, Barton W. Stone of Kentucky, 
James O’Kelly in North Carolina, Abner Jones in 
Vermont, and others, in various parts of the coun- 
try, without knowledge of each other, grieved over 
the evils arising from a divided Christendom, urged 
an end to this state of affairs by a return to the 
Bible as the sole rule of faith and doctrine. 

But how many know that one of these “others” 
was Hendrik Peter Scholte, a Dutchman who led 
a band of eight hundred followers to what is now 
Pella, Iowa, in 1847 and that for nine years there 
was but one church in Pella—De Christelikje Kerk. 
The Scholte story is replete with heroism, drama 
and pathos. 

It was Holland, in the sixteenth century, under 
the leadership of William the Silent, that first 
made religious liberty a cornerstone of her national 
life. Here the persecuted from many lands found 
refuge—among them our own Pilgrim Fathers. 
But in the early nineteenth century Holland’s own 
sons and daughters found themselves the object of 
religious persecution. The State had taken over 
control of the Church—appointing pastors, dictat- 
ing policies and doctrines. 

In 1829 Henry Scholte, member of a wealthy 
and influential family, entered Leyden University 
as an Art student. Leyden University was founded 
by William the Silent. Here, also, once taught 
Johannes Coccejus, a Dutch theologian much read 
and often quoted by Alexander Campbell—it could 
be that Coccejus gave Campbell inspiration for 
his famous “Sermon on the Law.” 

At the Inn where Scholte took his meals, earnest 
students were wont to linger in the evening, dis- 
cussing the many serious problems confronting 
their country. A subject most frequently debated 
among students of theology—of whom one was 
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He Probably Never Heard 
of Alexander Campbell, Yet 
He Shared Some of His Dreams 


Alburtus Christiaan Van Raalte—was the possibil- 
ity of separating Church and State. Scholte be- 
came so interested that he gave up his Art course 
for the Bible and theology. 

Leading citizens of various denominations—from 
England, France, Germany—were visiting Holland. 
Discussions with these soon took him beyond the 
question of Church and State to the question of 
sectarianism in the Church. He became convinced 
that even within the Church were those who would 
exercise authority over individual Christians which 
God, in His Word, had not granted them. 

Scholte graduated with high honors in 1832, and 
the State assigned him to a church and gave him a 
house in which to live. All church property was 
owned by the Crown. 

It was not long before his bold preaching 
brought him in conflict with the authorities. In 
November, 1834, he was arrested, tried and im- 
prisoned for teaching dissention. He paid his 
fine and was released—only to be imprisoned 
again the following February. In March he was 
ordered to vacate his residence as pastor of the 
church. 

Scholte and some other ministers, Van Raalte 
among them, all of whom had been suspended 
from their churches, now decided to secede from 
the National Church and form a separate organiza- 
tion. 

More arrests—more imprisonments. Under an 
old law the Dissenters were forbidden to gather 
in groups of more than nineteen—larger groups 
being dispersed as mobs. Still the movement grew. 

Ten years passed. Denied the use of the church- 
es the Separatists met in dwellings, barns, under 
the open sky—never knowing when the soldiers 
would come upon them. Scholte and Van Raalte 
were recognized leaders. They and many of their 
followers began to consider emigration. 

Yet there were misgivings. Might it not be their 
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duty to stand firm until the evil thing was cast out 
of God’s house? 

In 1845 a potato failure made worse the already 
bad economical conditions. Potatoes were the 
main food crop for the poor. Scholte would will- 
ingly spend his own wealth to relieve hunger—but 
it would soon be exhausted and the need still un- 
met. Emigration seemed the only answer. 

Plans for the venture were carefully worked 
out. Even a name for the proposed home in Amer- 
ica was chosen. Remembering the pagan city, 
Pella, beyond the Jordan, where the early Chris- 
tians took refuge from the first persecution in 
Palestine, they chose that name for their own 
City of Refugee. 

The first meeting of the colonists was held in 
July, 1846 and the following December formal 
organization was effected with Mr. Scholte as 
president. Among the thirty-four rules— 

“They would emigrate in a company—not as 
individuals.” 


‘in November, 1848, they were incorporated 
under Iowa laws as an independent religious 
society to be known simply as the Christian 
Church. Their constitution declared that 


their church was founded “upon the one en- 
tire and indivisible Word of God as revealed 
in the Old and New Testaments.” 


“The well-to-do were to assist the poor and be 
repaid in labor in America.” 

“The Word of God was to serve as sole rule, 
principle, foundation and guide of life and all 
ecclesiastical forms which God had not commanded 
were to be shunned.” 

All money paid over to the Association for the 
purchase of land and expense of the journey was 
deposited in a handsome iron, box-like safe which 
was carried to this country. 

Meanwhile another company under Van Raalte 
was being organized with this difference. Van 
Raalte did not share Scholte’s distaste for secta- 
rianism. His company went as pastor-led con- 
gregations organized according to the rules of 
the Dutch synod. 

Four slow-sailing vessels were chartered—to 
carry one hundred sixty families and a large 
number of men and women who were breaking 
family ties as well as leaving their native land. It 
was a heart-breaking time accompanied by much 
“struggling and prayer.” It was a hard trip—a 
number dying before reaching America. 

Scholte preceded the colonists in a larger, faster 
boat in order to prepare the way for their com- 
ing. In New York he took his children and his 
young second wife to the Hotel Knickerbocker—a 
grand hotel for the day. Here Mareah, with her 
beauty, great musical skill and fashionable dress, 
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soon made friends. She spoke only broken English 
but many New Yorkers spoke French, German or 
Dutch. 

For Scholte it was a busy time. He visited a 
number of cities. In Albany he was welcomed by 
the descendants of the early Dutch settlers. Here 
he preached in his native tongue. In Boston he 
was saddened by American rationalism. In Wash- 
ington he was well received by government officials. 
In New York he met many clergymen of the Amer- 
ican Dutch Reformed Church. These urged him 
to ally himself with their synod, but he declined. 
He would have nothing to do with human regula- 
tions. 

“Boldly and cheerfully,” he said, ‘do I profess 
that God’s Word is my only regulation in the 
affairs of God’s church on earth.” 

He spoke with reason. Even between himself 
and his Separatist brethren in Holland had once 
arisen a difference of opinion concerning the bap- 
tism of children and other matters which resulted 
in so much friction that Scholte had been forbid- 
den to preach the gospel. 

When the first boat reached Baltimore—after 
twenty-six days—Scholte was there to welcome 
them. It was some weeks before the last boat ar- 
rived. As usual they were detained for inspection 
—though one captain exclaimed— 

“No need to examine these people, for all they’ve 
done all the way over is pray and scrub.” 

Each group, on arrival, proceeded to St. Louis 
which Scholte had arranged should be their gather- 
ing point preparatory to going to their ultimate 
destination in Iowa. It was now mid-summer and 
they found the heat hard to bear. But they must 
wait a little longer. First they must send out 
“spies after the manner of the Children of Israel.” 

A suitable tract of land was found and pur- 
chased—some of it from settlers who had come 
only a little earlier—18,000 acres at about $1.25 
per acre. There were a few cabins on these earlier 
claims. They hastened back to St. Louis. 

Mareah received her husband’s news with happy 
excitement. She prepared herself and the children 
for a real pleasure trip. The long journey was 
nearing its end. Pella, city of their dreams, was 
just ahead. 

They boarded a Mississippi River boat on Satur- 
day. The next day there was a triumphal service 
on board. Dominie Scholte’s subject was “The 
Children of Israel Nearing the Pomised Land.” 
They reached Keokuk on Monday. 

A crowd awaited them—many with something 
to sell, for they had heard of the chest of gold. 
Individual preparations were made for the rest 
of the journey. Some hired horse-drawn carts to 
carry their possessions while the family walked. 
Others hired ox teams. A bachelor bought a wheel- 
barrow in which he placed a single large box. 

(Continued on page 23.) 
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Results of Self-Indulgence 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


Scripture: Isaiah 5:11-24. 


HE passage of _ scripture 

from Isaiah which we are 
studying today, reminds us of 
the style of earlier prophets and 
also is like the “woes” which Je- 
sus spoke on occasion. The criti- 
cisms of the people are very 
much like those of Amos and 
Micah and the warning as to 
what was going to happen is also 
similar. 

There is no question as to 
what Isaiah thinks is wrong with 
the people. And he knows what 
is going to happen to them be- 
cause of their sins. They have 
been drinking too much! It is 
interesting to look at the first 
word of verse eleven and at the 
first word of verse thirteen. The 
“woe” is followed by a “there- 
fore.” Once again, we see that 
the suffering and punishment of 
the people is not thought of as 
a capricious act of God. It is the 
direct result of their own evil 
doing. 

The fact that Isaiah has a dis- 
tasteful subject does not keep 
him from rising to real heights 
of literary ability. Our English 
translation makes this quite 
clear. “Those who rise early in 
the morning, that they may run 
after strong drink” is such a 
phrase (verse 11). You may re- 
member that Peter defended a 
crowd as not being drunken be- 
cause it was too early in the 
morning. Isaiah is portraying a 
group of people who have sunk 
beneath that standard. 

When it is late in the evening, 
they are still at it. It is obvious 
that the people whom Isaiah was 
facing had reached a very low 
level of social responsibility. 
They could make plenty of music 
but they did not “regard the 
deeds of the LorpD” (verse 12). I 
wonder which came first, in their 
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case, the drinking or the neglect 
of the work of the Lord. Some- 
times idleness brings on the 
drinking. At other times, the 
drinking brings on the neglect 
of the work of the Lord. 

Exile was always the threat 
which was held before the peo- 
ple. The Hebrews had a long 
history, by the time of Isaiah, 
and much of it had to do with 
wandering and slavery. Now it 
looks as if this will happen 
again, “for want of knowledge” 
(verse 13). This lack of knowl- 


by the Editor 


edge is, in itself, a mark of deg- 
radation. We might be inclined 
to think that anyone would know 
what he ought to do, whether he 
was doing it or not. The impli- 
cation here is that they have 
neglected God so much that they 
no longer have any knowledge of 
what to do. 

The two expressions, “honored 
men” and “multitude,” are inclu- 
sive of the whole population. 
These two phrases single out the 
upper class and the lower class 
people. There is not much choice 
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between “dying of hunger” and 
being “parched with thirst.” In 
the day of exile riches will not 
help. 

These two expressions are re- 
peated in the following verse and 
the exile is compared to Sheol 
which has “enlarged its appe- 
tite.’ Sheol was considered an 
underground place of destruction 
and the inevitable fate of people 
who had lived the way the He- 
brews were living. 

The justice and righteousness 
of God were considered to be two 
of his chief characteristics along 
with mercy. Therefore, God is 
not to be blamed for the diffi- 
culties which have come. He can 
only exercise his justice in such 
matters. The people have 
brought the ruin upon them- 
selves. 

Isaiah pictures the scene, after 
the destruction and the captivity 
of the people (verse 17). In mod- 
ern times many nations could 


duplicate this picture of the 
sheep grazing in the midst of 
ruins which defeated nations left 
behind. 

Now Isaiah returns to a more 
detailed account of the sins of 
the people, in addition to their 
drinking. Again the figures of 
speech are very picturesque. 
Look at verse eighteen carefully. 
Can you picture the people drag- 
ging. around their sins after 
them like oxen pulling a cart 
with ropes? Such persons are 
defiant (verse 19). If God is go- 
ing to do anything, “let it come, 
that we may know it!” Here 
again, you see the depth to which 
a person sinks when his sins 
completely engulf him. He even 
defies God. 

Perhaps the expression in 
verse twenty, “Woe to those who 
call evil good and good evil” is 
the key passage in this text. It 
is bad enough to be mistaken to 
some degree. When a’person is 


Meaning for Today 


OD is revealed in tangible 

and practical ways in every 
generation. The abundant evi- 
dence or lack of evidence of his 
influence in a given human life 
was as readily observable in the 
day of Isaiah as in ours. Isaiah 
pointed out that as God is re- 
vealed in the exaltation of jus- 
tice, and righteousness, the ab- 
sence of his presence in human 
life is known in the converse. 

Self-righteousness, for in 
stance, is a complete denial of 
one’s awareness of accountabil- 
ity to God and dependence upon 
his grace and not his own right- 
eousness. Men contribute posi- 
tively in life only as they are 
harmoniously related to God’s 
scheme. 

A chief contributor to self- 
righteousness is a sense of per- 
sonal power through one’s pos- 
sessions. Such perversion is 
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by B. L. Barnes 


seen in the way in which men 
imply that the more comfortably 
fixed one is the more important 
and powerful he is. Virtue is its 
own immediate tangible reward. 
Evil could not bear such success, 
one may reason as he ignores 
the question of Jesus concerning 
those upon whom the Tower of 
Siloam fell: “do you think that 
they were worse offenders than 
all the others who dwelt in Jeru- 
salem?” (Luke 13:4.) 

It is amazing how the self-in- 
dulgent can place himself above 
others in his own thinking re- 
garding moral _ accountability. 

Evil is evil in other persons, 
the self-indulgent individual rea- 
sons. When he considers his 
own failures, if someone is adroit 
in bringing them to his atten- 
tion, he rationalizes them away 
as ways by which one releases 
his tensions or simply a matter 


so confused that he turns values 
completely around and believes 
that evil is good, then he has 
reached the bottom. 

Like dry grass, such persons 
will be destroyed “for they have 
rejected the law . .. and have 
despised the word of the Holy 
One of Israel” (verse 24). 

Why will all this come to 
pass? It is because the people 
are “heroes . . . and valiant men” 
(verse 22). Can this be possible? 
Yes, because of the way they are 
heroic and valiant. Read the 
whole verse. They are heroes at 
drinking wine and they are val- 
iant in mixing strong drink. 

Some will say that there are 
other things which are just as 
bad, which also can bring the 
destruction of a people. That is 
true. But this lesson isn’t about 
those other things. It is about 
strong drink. While we are at 
it, let us decide this issue and 
then pick up the others. 


of harmless celebration. 

Isaiah reminds us that this 
factor operates heinously in the 
use and abuse of liquor. Self- 
indulgence feeds the initial fires 
of alcoholism as extensively as 
the popularly credited causes. 
The self-indulgent is completely 
chagrined over the irresponsibil- 
ity of the drunk, but considers 
it different when he has had an 
automobile accident and injures 
someone on the way home from 
one of his gay occasions. 

Perhaps the most ominous di- 
mension of self-indulgence is its 
apparent immunity to an aware- 
ness of the sacred. This is in- 
evitable when one places himself 
upon a pedestal of self-impor- 
tance. The judgment of God be- 
comes only an onerous intellec- 
tual exercise. Only one’s own 
power, importance, and will, 
then, seems real and pertinent. 

Isaiah’s answer to all of this 
was that God is not mocked, na- 
tions and individuals who govern 
them court disaster whenever 
justice is compromised, judg- 
ment withheld, or there is fail- 
ure to see righteousness as a 
holy and sacred ground. 
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Missionaries Will 


Return When Possible; 

Many Now in U. S. 

= Congo News 
INDIANAPOLIS (July 30)— 


United Nations aid in bringing 
order to the Republic of The 
Congo has brought new hope for 
the Disciples’ mission in the new 
nation. 


It was announced here that the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
is making plans to “return a readied 
task force” to The Congo as soon 
as it is feasible and as quickly as 
permission is given and safety of 
staff is assured. 

Meanwhile an effort is being made 
to cooperate with the United Nations 
and various church missions to pro- 
vide medical staff. The possibility 
of epidemics was foreseen. This 
condition was brought about as 
medical missionaries as well as Bel- 
gian medical services were with- 
drawn. 

As of July 29 there remained 
seven Disciples missionaries in The 
Congo: Garland S. Farmer, who has 
been named administrative field 
secretary; A. Louis Harris, Richard 
Taylor, Ben C. Hobgood, Allen Byer- 
lee, John Ross and Bernard Davis. 

It was announced by the United 
Society’s department of resources 
and interpretation that the depart- 
ment of Africa intends to maintain 
a small group in The Congo. This 


is regarded as necessary to prevent 
“a vacuum into which Communists 
immediately 


and others would 





—Photo by Robert Nelson 
PAUL SNIPES (right) tunes in the 
radio for Clarence Williams so that 
he can transmit. This photo was 
taken at the Mondombe station. 
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move,” according to Robert G. Nel- 
son, executive secretary of the 
United Society’s Africa Department. 

Nelson is in Brussels arranging 
for evacuation of some mission staff 
to the United States. Missionaries 
who were in Brussels before the ad- 
vent of the strife in Congo will con- 
tinue language studies there and 
await developments. 

Some of the mission staff may be 
sent to South Africa and at least 
one couple will go to the inter- 
denominational writing center at 
Kitwe, Mondola, Northern Rhodesia. 
Dr. Nelson is negotiating with other 
Protestant missions in an attempt to 
temporarily place staff people while 
they await return to The Congo. 


Missionaries and families recently 
arriving in the States from The 
Congo are: Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Alland, 3 children, Fort Worth; Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald E. Anderson, 3 chil- 
dren, Spencer, Iowa; Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Angle, 2 children, Kansas 
City; Miss Georgia Bateman, Cham- 
paign, Ill.; Mr. and Mrs. William 
Denton, 2 children, North Platte, 
Neb.; Miss Jane Heaton, Centralia, 
Ill.; Miss Fern McMillan, Delta, Colo.; 
Mrs. Mabel Ross, son, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; Mr. and Mrs. Everton B. 
Smith, Cleveland; Miss Buena Stober, 
Harrah, Okla; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Williams, 4 children, Waco, 
Texas. 


Two-Way Radios 
Arrived Just in Time 


Congo Communications 


INDIANAPOLIS —Communica- 
tions was an important factor dur- 
ing the recent demonstrations, 
violence in and evacuations from 
the Republic of the Congo—and Dis- 
ciples missions were prepared! 


An inter-station radio communica- 
tion system was put into operation 
just before June 30 through con- 
tributions from individuals and 
churches. 

When Robert G. Nelson arrived in 
The Congo before the crisis which 
came with “independence day” he 
brought with him parts for the 
radios. Executive Secretary for the 
Africa Department of the United 
Christian Missionary’s Division of 
World Mission, he directed evacua- 
tion operations from Coquilhatville. 

Although phone communications 
were available between some of the 
stations, these were cut. After they 
were repaired, they were repeatedly 
cut. 

The radio at Boende was con- 
fiscated by Congolese troops. 


40 Quest Breakfasts 


Slated at Convention 


INDIANAPOLIS—F ellowship and 
brainstorming will be the main pur- 
poses pursued at the 40 Quest Break- 
fast sessions at the 1960 Louisville 
assembly of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches, Oct. 
21-26. 

Delegates and guests by the thou- 
sands are expected to participate in 
the early morning “pick your brain” 
sessions at 7 A.M. Saturday, Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday of the Con- 
vention in Louisville. Each day 
there will be ten separate break- 
fasts in downtown hotels, and each 
breakfast group will include 100 
persons. 

The subjects of each day’s quest- 
ing will center around the Conven- 
tion theme of the day. Saturday it 
will be “The Oneness of the Mission 
of the Church’; Monday, “Christian 
Social Concerns”; Tuesday, “Church 
Development”; and Wednesday, 
“Christian Discipleship.” 

Reservation forms will be sent to 
those church members registering 
for the Convention through the In- 
ternational Convention Office, 221 
Ohmer St., P. O. Box 19136, Indian- 
apolis 19, Ind. 

In addition to the quest breakfasts, 
the annual ministers’ breakfast and 
the ministers’ wives’ breakfast will 
be held Tuesday, Oct. 25. Ministers 
will meet at the Kentucky Hotel 
and wives at the Brown Hotel. 


John H. Booth Dies 


INDIANAPOLIS—Dr. John H. Booth, 
79, retired executive secretary of 
the Board of Church Extension of 
the Disciples of Christ, died at his 
home here July 16. 

Services were held at Downey 
Avenue Christian Church July 19. 

A more complete story will appear 
in the Aug. 21 issue. 


@ New Linwood Youth Worker 


Indianapolis Post 


INDIANAPOLIS—Vernon R, Black, 
1960 graduate of Bethany College 
who will enroll at Christian The- 
ological Seminary this fall, has been 
named director of youth work for 
Linwood Christian Church here. 

Ordained at Logan, W. Va., July 
17, Mr. Black has been student pas- 
tor at the church in Proctor, W. Va. 
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Disciple Seminary Foundation Is 


Affiliated with S. Calif. School of Theology 
Christian Churches Have Seminary in California 


Los ANGELES—Recognizing the 
need for seminary education 
facilities in Southern California, 
the Christian Churches in the 
area established the Disciples 
Seminary Foundation and the 
wheels are in motion. 


In one of its earliest meetings, the 
board of the new Foundation de- 
cided to affiliate with the Southern 
California School of Theology, at 
Claremont, which has begun a strong 
development on a new campus. 

The move from Los Angeles to 
nearby Claremont in 1957 placed the 
seminary in a scholarly environ- 
ment where there are four colleges 
and a graduate school related to all 
of them and to other independent 
colleges in the area, 

The Disciples Seminary Foundation 
plans to provide scholarships for 
the education of Disciples ministers 
at the seminary, to undergird the 
educational program of the institu- 
tion, to erect a building to serve 
as a center for our students on the 
campus, and to secure a director 
who will serve as a counselor to our 
students and as a liaison between 
Christian Churches and the seminary. 


Olmsted President 

As the program develops, it is in- 
tended that he will also arrange for 
in-service education for our estab- 
lished ministers, according to Gil- 
ford Olmsted, who is president of 
the Foundation. Funds for the schol- 
arships and salary of the director 
are to be secured through Unified 
Promotion, but funds for the build- 
ing will be received directly by the 
Foundation. 

The School of Theology at Clare- 
mont is officially a seminary of the 
Methodist Church, but welcomes the 
affiliation with the Disciples Semin- 
ary Foundation and also has a co- 
operative relationship with the Con- 
gregational Conference of Southern 
California and the Southwest. 

A Disciple, Dr. Arthur Braden, is 
a member of the seminary’s board 
of trustees. Dr. Braden, who has 
been a president of Chapman Col- 
lege as well as of Transylvania Col- 
lege and The College of the Bible, 
is also a member of the board of the 
Disciples Seminary Foundation. 

The interdenominational character 
of the seminary is further expressed 
through the selection of a new 
trustee, Phil Gerrard, layman of the 
Camille Christian Church of Santa 
Ana, California. 
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Disciples students are important 
at the seminary both in regard to 
numbers and campus leadership. 
They are outnumbered only by the 
Methodists. The student body pres- 
ident for 1959-60 was Bill Carpenter, 
who has been minister of youth at 
First Christian Church, Pomona. 


Jim Pierson, a Disciple popular 
with students and faculty and pres- 
ident of the fine choir, has been 
pastor of the Griffith Park Christian 
Church in Los Angeles and is now 
part-time minister of youth in the 
Christian Church at Redlands and is 
spending the summer as chaplain 
for students employed at Yellow- 
stone National Park—a work spon- 
sored by the National Council of 
Churches. 


Foundation Board 


The Disciples Seminary Founda- 
tion board includes the following 
(in addition to President Gilford 
Olmsted and Dr. Braden): James 
Parrott, executive secretary of Chris- 
tian Churches of Southern California; 
Mrs. Margaret D. Clark, assistant 
professor of art at University of 
Redlands; Dr. John L. Davis, pres- 
ident of Chapman College; Charles 
Lester, attorney in Pasadena; Sam- 
uel D. McLean, minister of First 
Christian Church at Riverside; John 
W. Messer, minister of East Side 
Christian Church, Long Beach; Lee 
Pryor, minister of First Christian 
Church, Pomona; Lucile B. Shaffer, 
state secretary of Christian Women’s 
Fellowship; Henry L. Searle, minister 
of First Christian Church, Burbank; 
and Dr. Ewart H. Wyle, minister of 


Torrey Pines Christian Church, La 
Jolla. 


United Society’s 40th 
Anniversary Will be Observed 


Big Plans Set for 


Louisville Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS—The issues of pop- 
ulation explosion, science and reli- 
gion, and racial tension are some 
of the vital concerns to be explored 
at the Louisville Assembly of Chris- 
tian Churches, Oct. 21-26. 


Richard M. Fagley, director of the 
Commission on International Af- 
fairs, New York, and author of the 
book, The Population Explosion and 
Christian Responsibility; Dr. Ian G. 
Barbour, physicist and head of the 
Religion Department at Carleton 
College; and Dr. James H. Robinson, 
minister of the Church of the Master 
and Morningside Community Center 
in New York City, are but three of 


Brotherhood News 


the headline men to speak at the 
convention. 


Saturday, Oct. 22, has been set 
aside in the program of the Louis- 
ville assembly to focus attention on 
the accomplishment and program 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society, 40 years in service to the 
churches of our brotherhood. 


Roy G. Ross, general secretary 
of the National Council of Churches, 
and A. Dale Fiers, president of 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
are two of the speakers on the 
special program. 

Miss Marion V. Royce, the first 
director of women’s work at the 
Canadian Department of Labor in 
Ottawa, Canada, will speak at the 
1960 Convention. Miss Royce is a 
Christian women’s leader, known for 
her work with the World Council 
of Churches, the YWCA and other 
groups. 

Arthur N. Wake, The College of 
the Bible, will lead the singing at 
the asembly. A program of music, to 
include a mass chorus of 200 voices, 
a mass choir comprised of four col- 
lege choirs, soloists, and a small 
orchestra will be part of the six-day 
assembly. In addition, old-fashioned 
“Hymn Sings” will be a part of 
the daily programming. 

A unique feature of the program 
will be a dramatic sermon presenta- 
tion that includes comments from 
noted Disciples leaders of past dec- 
ades. Weighing methods of church 
development, past and present, will 
be the theme of this part of the 
program, Tuesday, Oct. 25. 


Harmon Speaker 


The commitment address for the 
Disciples’ Decade of Decision will be 
delivered the final night of the 
1960 Louisville Assembly of Christian 
Churches by President Henry G. 
Harmon of Drake University. 


Around the breakfast tables at 
various locations in Louisville mim- 
isters and laymen will gather in 
quest groups to discuss and probe 
ideas and methods and problems 
of the church today. Ten different 
breakfast meetings are scheduled 
for Saturday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings and each meet- 
ing is limited to 100 persons. 


Streamlining 

The business and speaking pro- 
gram of the convention has been 
streamlined, according to Dr. Leslie 
Smith, program chairman. Business 
sessions will be shorter and spread 
more evenly through the six-dgy 
program. Also, an effort is being 
made to eliminate long introductions 
and time-consuming agency pres- 
entations. 
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PROJECT—EVANGELISM: Big Plans for 1961 


BY DONALD M. SALMON 
Executive Secretary, Dept. of Evangelism, UCMS 
Project—Evangelism is the title given a most unusual and ambitious 


program being developed by the Department of Evangelism of the 
United Christian Missionary Society. 


Its purpose is the enlistment 
of all national staff personnel 
from all brotherhood agencies, to 
give at least one week during 
the period from Jan. 1, 1961, to 
Easter Sunday, April 2, 1961, 
for a local church evangelistic 
emphasis. 

A Dale Fiers, president of the 
United Society, declared that such 
a witness would serve as a means 
of deepening the spiritual life of 
the churches served. The program, 
according to Dr. Fiers, will emphasize 
the church’s commitment to the 
Decade of Decision and will help 
bring the churches face to face 
with the kind of a world in which 
we live today. 

This program will declare a gospel 
able to meet the deep hunger of 
people for the meaning of life. 

Furthermore, this concerted effort 
would be a witness to the churches 
of the entire brotherhood of the 
concern and involvement of na- 


Invitation 


To 


tional and state staff at the very 
beginning of the Decade of Deci- 
sion in the primary task of the 
church, winning persons for Christ. 

There is no doubt in the mind 
of anyone that the success of the 
Decade of Decision depends upon the 
ability of each church to revitalize 
and expand its evangelistic witness. 

The population explosion, the 
growth of new communities adjacent 
to great cities, the extensive pro- 
gram for building new churches to 
meet the religious needs of all per- 
sons, forces us as a brotherhood to 
evangelize, or die. 

Every staff member who will par- 
ticipate has served a local church. 
He will bring with him a thorough 
understanding of the inner life of 
a congregation. Each staff member 
is now an active member of a 
church in the community where he 
lives. He understands thoroughly 
the problems which the modern 
church faces. Every staff member 
has a knowledge of the inter-re- 


latedness of the churches in our 
entire brotherhood and their re- 
sponsibilities to individuals and to 
society, if we are to fulfill our mis- 
sion today. 

This will not be a_ stereotyped 
program of evangelism. It is not 
limited to one method alone. Each 
staff member who enlists will work 
out with the minister and the church 
where he will serve, the type of 
evangelistic approach for which he 
is best suited. 

The department of evangelism 
will work in close cooperation with 
state leadership in the assignments 
to be made so that maximum bene- 
fits may be achieved. 


MAYHAP 


Wisdom is not domiciled 
Behind a bolted door; 
Rather will she walk a wild 
And open airy floor. 


A dauntless one who follows far 
Behind her ancient shoon 

May stumble on a sudden star, 
Or bump into a moon. 


—Queena Davison Miller 
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THIS NEW $12,000.00 PARSONAGE was recently purchased 
by First Christian Church, Frederick, Okla. Located two 
and a half blocks from the church, the residence has 
three bedrooms, bath and a half, living room, kitchen 
and dining area. George M. Gibbs is the minister. 





P 


TEXAS CMF PRESIDENT is Fred H. 
Wadley of Arlington. Employed as 
a supervisor for the State Depart- 
ment of Education, he has been 





JAMES K. HEMPSTEAD, pastor, is shown 
extending the hand of fellowship to Boyd 
Steffen, the 500th member Mr. Hempstead 
has received into the fellowship of First 
Christian Church, Alhambra, Calif., during 
his four-year ministry there. The morning 


NEWS 
in focus 


worship attendance has increased to an 
average of nearly 650 each Sunday and the 
congregation recently moved into a new 
and an 


sanctuary, a preschool building 
administration-library unit. 





















FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Paola, 
Kan., held a mortgage burning serv- 
ice on June 19. Pictured are some 
of the participants (from left): Dyre 
Campbell, executive secretary, Kan- 
sas Christian Missionary Society; 
Vern Ullom, a member of the con- 
gregation and trustee of the mort- 
gage company; Spencer Austin, ex- 
ecutive secretary of Unified Promo- 
tion; Dr. G. L. Huntington, church 
school superintendent; James E. 
Larson, pastor; Mrs. George Doherty, 
representing the board; Wm. A. 
Adams, a trustee of the church; 
and Mrs. James Kerr, CWF president. 
Mr. Austin preached at the morning 
service and Mr. Campbell brought 
the message during the afternoon. 





active in Christian Men’s Fellowship 
for ten years, serving the past two 
years as executive vice-president of 


the state organization. He suc- 
ceeds W. W. “Dick” Richards of 
San Benito. 


L. N. D. WELLS AND LAVERNE KINZEL 
observe as William T. Pearcy of the Board 
of Church Extension explains construction 
drawings for the new Crestwood Christian 
Church, Lexington, Ky. Wells, retired Chris- 
tian Church minister, was formerly pastor 
of East Dallas (Tex.) Christian Church and 
Mr. Kinzel is associate secretary of the Iowa 
Society of Christian Churches. The new 
Lexington congregation is using Church 
Extension’s construction service in the de- 
sign and erection of its first two units. 
























Sponsored by the Christian Literature Commission 


“American Freedom and Catholic Power” 
by Paul Blanshard 


Selected and reviewed by Mrs. 
Forrest L. Brock. Mrs. Brock and 
her husband are both ordained min- 
isters, serving First Christian 
Church, Richmond, Ind., with a 
membership of 1,300 members. A 
former state director of Christian 
education, Mrs. Brock has always 
advocated more and better reading 
materials, and readers of it. 


In 1949 Mr. Blanshard first wrote 
this book but in 1958 he completely 
revised and rewrote it. 

So often we (the American peo- 
ple) take our freedom and democ- 
racy for granted. It behooves each 
of us as individuals to know all the 
facts and to be aware of the factors 
within our own country which can 
cause us to lose our freedom if we 
continue on as we are going. 


Mr. Blanshard has made this book 
a documentary study which every 
lay person can understand. It is an 
excellent book for our high school 
and college students to read. He 
gives us plain facts about the Ro- 
man Catholic question. Mr. Blan- 
shard quotes from Roman Catholic 
sources and thus lets the Roman 
Catholics speak for themselves. 

He discusses such issues as 
Church, State and Democracy, Sex, 
Birth Control, Church and Medicine, 
Education and the Catholic Mind, 
Marriage, Divorce and Annulment, 
Science, The Catholic Plan for 
America, etc. Mr. Blanshard says, 
“the conflict between Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchical power and Ameri- 
can institutions has never been 
more obvious. Millions of Ameri- 
cans who have never been aware 


Write for materials on 
Christian Wills 





of the issues involved in the strug- 
gle have now come to realize that 
the battle is one of the irrepressible 
conflicts of our time.” 

Let us be an informed America. 
I urge everyone to read the revised 
edition of this book. 

American Freedom and Catholic 
Power, by Paul Blanshard. Beacon 
Press, 1958. 352 pages. Price 
$3.95. May be purchased from 
Christian Board of Publication, Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


75th Anniversary 


ALMA, NesB.—First Christian 
Church here observed its 75th an- 
niversary on June 26 with over 200 
attending the service. 

Two charter members, Mrs. Ada 
Stevenson Mahn, Inglewood, Calif., 
and Mrs. Nora Deans Keester, of 
this city, are still living, although 
unable to attend the celebration. 
Four generations of descendants of 
J. D. Stevenson, one of the church 
founders, were honored. 

Among those from the church 
who have gone into Christian vo- 
cations are: Warren Anderson, 
Holdrege, Neb., Robert Baker, Phil- 
lipsburg, Kan., Emmett G. Haas, 
North Platte, Neb. and Victor 
Rambo, medical missionary to In- 
dia. 

Francis E. Houchen has been min- 
ister since March 27, 1960. 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


800 TEST BUILDING 
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—AND OTHERS 
(Continued from page 15.) 


Scholte hired a carriage for himself, 
his children, Mareah and her maid, 
Dirke. 

At last the strange procession was 
under way—Dominie Scholte’s car- 
riage in the lead; eight hundred 
strong, broad-shouldered men in 
velvet jackets and heavy woolen 
trousers, girls and women in long 
skirts and white head-dresses; some 
riding, others walking in wooden 
shoes or low slippers. Day after 
day they plodded onward—many 
sleeping on the ground at night. 
Toward the end of the fifth day 
Scholte halted the carriage, doffed 
his hat and assisted his young wife 
to alight. 

Mareah looked about question- 
ingly; still the wild, beautiful flower- 
dotted prairie; a hickory pole bear- 
ing a board on which was written, 
“Pella”; a small cabin built of logs 
and chinked with mud. 

“But, Dominie, where is Pella?” 

“Ah, Kind, we will build a beauti- 
ful Pella.” 

Gently he led her into the cabin. 
She gazed into the dark interior, 
the home-made bed and crude floor. 

“I can’t, I can’t I can’t live here!” 
She threw herself on what passed 
for a bed, weeping hysterically. 

Henry Scholte was_ speechless. 
Then he bowed his head in sorrow. 
Too late he realized that his young 
wife, reared in luxury, even now 
wearing a Paris-made gown, had 
had no conception of what pioneer 
life would mean. 

Dirkie also wept over the unhap- 
piness of her mistress—even though 
she couldn’t understand it. Dirkie 
was true pioneer type—a woman 
accustomed to hardship—who, when 
she married, would expect to help 
her husband build the crude cabin 
which they would consider only a 
stepping stone to a better house 
later on. 

Scholte comforted Mareah as best 
he could. But he was needed else- 
where. How were the other woman 
faring? All night long they kept 
straggling in, tired, hungry. For 
most of them, not even a cabin. 

Next morning all was bustle and 
excitement; breakfast cooking over 
camp fires; the hired drivers pre- 
paring to return to Keokuk. And 
the bachelor who had pushed a 
wheelbarrow all the way was sta- 
tioned under a tree—his opened 
box disclosed a shoemaker’s bench 
and tools. He was ready for cus- 
tomers of whom there were plenty. 
The long walk had been hard on 
shoes. 

Back to his own cabin where 
Mareah was still inconsolable. 

“Isn’t this awful?” she moaned. 
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“What can I do? I can’t go back.” 

Nor did she ever become truly 
reconciled to life in the American 
West—even though she grieved that 
she, who had been among his stanch- 
est supporters in Holland should 
so fail him in this. 

“Ah, Dominie,” she said once, “I 
am not brave and courageous as I, 
your wife, should be. But I love 
you always—I will try to sorrow 
less.” 

First things first—religion, educa- 
tion, citizenship. At first worship 
under the open sky and always 
daily prayer, Bible reading and in- 
struction for the children. Three 
weeks after their arrival they sent 
for an officer of the court and all 
adult males declared their intention 
of becoming citizens of the United 
States. 

They were favored by a mild 
winter. The work of preparing the 
the land for planting and building 
a town from the ground up pro- 
ceeded steadily. Before winter ended 
they were worshiping in a church— 
which also served as a school house. 
Of their religious life Scholte 
wrote— 

“One may converse with many on 
religious subjects, and, although our 
people were adherents of different 
sects in Holland, they are all Chris- 
tians and thus form but one con- 
gregation here. .. . although a dif- 
ference of opinion exists it is not 
productive of disputes.” 

In November, 1848 they were in- 
corporated under Iowa laws as an 
independent religious society to be 
known simply as the Christian 
Church. Their constitution declared 
that their church was founded “upon 
the one entire and indivisible Word 
of God as revealed in the Old and 
New Testaments.” The Christian 
Church (four congregations) served 
Pella’s religious needs for nine years. 

A difference of opinion arose be- 
tween Scholte and the members of 
his congregation concerning some 
church property. Merely a differ- 
ence of opinion at first, it waxed 
into a heated argument which was 
carried into court. Judgment went 
to Scholte, but the church suspended 
him and forbade him to preach until 
he should surrender to their view. 
The result was a split—Scholte and 
those who sided with him with- 
drawing to form another congrega- 
tion. 

There was a swift succession of 
events in the first congregation. 
After worshiping for a while with- 
out a pastor they elected one of 
their number to that office. The 
next change concerned the Lord’s 
Supper which they had observed 
each Sunday. They now proposed 
to drop the custom as not in har- 
mony with the doctrine promulgated 
by the synod of Dortrecht in 1618. 


Next, their number augmented by 
later immigrants from Holland, they 
re-organized their congregation and 
called it the Dutch Reformed Church. 

Why this change? Perhaps few 
of Scholte’s followers in the begin- 
ning actually shared his dislike for 
sectarianism—had as little compre- 
hension of his views concerning the 
church as Mareah had concerning 
pioneering. Their quarrel was only 
with the State and its interfer- 
ence. This was especially true of 
later additions to the colony which 
now numbered around two thousand. 

They sent to Holland, Michigan, for 
Van Raalte. He came with power 
to organize a church according to 
the rules of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in America. There was an 
open meeting of the congregations. 
To Scholte, too, this old companion 
of the Resistance movement ex- 
tended an urgent request that he 
give up his independent position and 
ally himself with his Dutch brethren. 
After long and earnest prayer he 
once more declined. 

A great majority of the Pella 
Christians, longing for fellowship 
with other Churches voted to be re- 
ceived into the fellowship of the 
Dutch Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica. Those who refused continued 
with Scholte as the Christian 
Church. 

Scholte continued as their pastor 
until his death in 1868. The fol- 
lowing year this congregation, too, 
dissolved, becoming the foundation 
for the Fourth Dutch Reformed 
Church in Pella. 

Yet there remained a remnant. 
Mareah who had so failed her hus- 
band in his work of colonization, re- 
mained true to his religious ideal. 
She, and a few others, turned to a 
small, creedless group who called 
themselves merely Brethren. 

Thus the intrepid guide who had 
led them from persecution and want 
in Holland to freedom and plenty 
in America was deserted in the 
thing he wanted most—to see a 
people worshiping God with no rules 
save those in his Word and bearing 
no name but Christ’s. This chiefly 
because they felt alone. Cut off as 
they were by the barriers of lan- 
guage and pioneer conditions they 
did not know of the many “others” 
in America with the same message 
—that at that moment there were 
enough “Christians only,” in Iowa 
alone, to make five Pellas. 

There is no word to indicate that 
Scholte, himself, ever heard of 
Campbell, Stone, or any of the 
religious leaders with the same plea. 
This is the tragedy of De Christel- 
ikje Kerk in Pella. 

Yet who shall say that his work 
was lost; that his labors for unity 
among’s God’s people shall not yet 
bear fruit. 
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The Christian and State 


The New Testament, the Chris- 
tian and the State. By Archie Pen- 
ner. Herald Press, Scottdale, Penn- 
sylvania. 125 pages. $2.50. 


If Mr. Penner is right the Men- 
nonites are close to accepting the 
challenge of Reinhold Niebuhr who 
says of the pacifist, “I for one will 
accord him my genuine respect and 
admiration if he leaves the world 
of politics alone entirely and seeks 
simply to live by the love com- 
mandment. .. .” The author does 
not completely close the door on 
participation in politics in a demo- 
cratic society but the door is only 
so slightly ajar as to be closed for 
all realistic purposes. 

While other Christian pacifists 
and non-pacifists are drawn closer 
together in their thinking by the 
prospect of nuclear war, Mennonites 
apparently prefer to remain apart 
from the mainstream of Christian 
thought and action. Mr. Penner, 
like other Christian thinkers, finds 
the state inherently evil and com- 
mitted to the use of force and vio- 
lence. But he is disposed to accept 
these evils as inevitable unlike 
others who seek to ameliorate or 
control these forces for the good of 
man. 

Mainly the author analyzes the 
Scriptures in search of a personal 
rather than a social ethic. This is 
one more of many volumes in re- 
cent years from Mennonite writers 
who are determined to maintain 
the steadfast witness of this small 
Christian group against war in 
terms of a non-participating and 
non-resistant personal ethic. The 
volume will be useful chiefly as a 
reference book to those who wish 
to understand the historic Anabap- 
tist-Mennonite position—RoBerT A. 
FANGMEIER. 


Third in a Series 


The Church and the Fine Arts. 
By Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper and 
Brothers. 902 pages. $6.95. 


No aspect of the Church is more 
interesting than its effect upon the 
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‘t¥You Are What You Read’’ 


artist, the poet and the musician. 
Cynthia Pearl Maus, widely known 
anthologist, has had the assistance 
of four collaborators in compiling 
this, the third in her popular com- 
pilations of the great and inspiring 
expressions of Christian faith. 

The Old Testament and the Fine 
Arts illustrates the ancient biblical 
message, Christ and the Fine Arts 
exhibits the best artistic expression 
of the center of Christian belief. 
Now this one, The Church and the 
Fine Arts, represents the most com- 
plete attempt by any author to 
look at the whole Church from the 
viewpoint of contributions the fine 
arts have made to Christianity, and 
the contributions the Christian re- 
ligion has made to the arts. 


Christians everywhere will find 
great inspiration in the stories or 
interpretations of the superior art 
work reproductions. The list of con- 
tributing museums and copyright 
holders is phenomenal. 

The examples of Christian inspi- 
ration will touch every inquiring 
mind. There are devotional stories 
for use in every kind of religious 
service. There is poetry without 
measure and inspiring ideas in 
abundance. 

There are four complete indices 
to enable a person to locate a par- 
ticular poem, picture or story. 

Disciples of Christ will be espe- 
cially interested in this volume since 
it shows pictures and has interpre- 
tations of some of the unusual ex- 
amples of art and worship inspired 
by Alexander Campbell and early 
church leaders. There is a story of 
Bethany College and an interpreta- 
tion of the Dr. and Mrs. Royal J. 
Dye Memorial Church. Other 
equally interesting and satisfying 
illustrations of creativity directly 
related to Disciples of Christ are in 
abundance. 

The Church and the Fine Arts is 
an important book which should be 
placed in every home. It is not only 
a basic family library book but a 
necessity for every church library. 
—DARRELL K. WOLFE. 


Two Volumes 


The Life and Times of Herod the 
Great. By Stewart Perowne. Abing- 


don Press. 187 pages. $5.50 

The Later Herods. By Stewart 
Perowne. Abingdon Press. 216 
pages. $6.50. 


It is difficult to think of a more 
important period in history than 
that one just before and after the 
beginning of the Christian Era, 
especially in the area of Palestine 
in the Roman Empire. It was in 
the Palestine of Herod the Great 
that “the Roman Empire and the 
Kingdom of Heaven met.” This 
quotation reveals the brilliant im- 
agination of the author of the above 
mentioned two works. 

Herod is not only integrated into 
the political fabric of the Eastern 
Mediterranean world but of the Ro- 
man Empire as a personal acquaint- 
ance and friend of the emperor. 
Perowne presents Herod and his 
family with perhaps monopolistic 
powers over the Eastern trade 
routes through “Agaba” and “Petra” 
to Gaza and other Mediterranean 
ports. 

The Life and Times of Herod the 
Great draws the reader closely to 
Herod from his birth, through con- 
tact with Pompey, later with Julius 
Caesar, Octavian, and Cleopatra of 
Egypt (and, often forgotten, of 
Palestine also), through enormous 
building enterprises, disastrous fam- 
ily experiences, the building of the 
Temple, and his death. 

The sequel, The Later Herods, 
continues the story through the pe- 
riod of Herod’s sons. I know of no 
work that pictures the political life 
of Palestine so excitingly and ac- 
curately as these two volumes. 

Stewart Perowne has made val- 
uable contributions in archaeology, 
which is his hobby. He officially is 
in the employ of the English gov- 
ernment, having served in various 
areas, from being a member of the 
Palestine Government Education 
Service, Colonial service in Galilee, 
to adviser of the United Kingdom 
delegation to the United Nations As- 
sembly in Paris.—S. Marion SMITH. 
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The following resolutions were found among 
the papers of Henrietta Hall Shuck, first American 
woman missionary to China, who served from 
1835 to 1845 as a pioneer Christian leader. 


1. I will endeavor. always to observe strictly 
the golden rule, “to do unto others, as I would 
have them do to me.” 


2. I will speak no ill of anyone. If I can say 
no good concerning persons, I will remain silent. 

3. I will mind my own business and not inter- 
fere with the concerns of others. 


4. I will pay particular attention to the rules 
laid down by my medical adviser with regard to 
diet and exercise. 

5. My children are given to me to train for 
heaven. They shall have my vigilant attention. 

6. My duty to the lost around me shall be 
strictly observed. 


7. I will try to exercise patience and self-denial. 


8. I will watch over my temper and endeavor to 
be amiable. 


9. I will love my missionary friends, and be 
merciful and kind to all, especially to the sick and 
distressed. 

10. I will cherish a forgiving spirit, and will 
return good for evil. 


These rules I will pray over twice, at least, 
every day. I look to the Lord to strengthen me 
in keeping them. Whenever I find I have deviated 
from any one of them, I will note it down, and 
thereby acquire the habit of marking my own 
faults. 


No Need to Prove 


I never saw His strong, young hands 
Reach out to heal and bless 

Where multitudes with loud demands 
Cried out in helplessness. 

Nor saw Him stay His tireless feet 
On some green mountain slope, 

On dusty road or crowded street, 

To give the suffering hope. 


I never saw—and yet I know 

Today beyond all doubt 

His wholeness and His love still flow. 

His healing hands reach out. 

For hearts that know the peace He gives, 
There is no need to prove He lives! 


—Berniece Ayers Hall 
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Read-to-Me Cards 


et aaa 
DONT 
FORGET 


These rewarding 


READ-TO-ME 
Cards 


As a home supplement to church nursery work 
. . . New and delightful cards designed for three- 
year-olds, their teachers and parents . . . for mommy 
and daddy to read to the child in the warm, intimate 
atmosphere of his very own home at the story hour. 
When parents, as the most important influence in 
the child’s life, guide his religious development they 
are reinforcing the work of the church and accept- 
ing the vital challenge to share their ‘deep personal 
faith with their child. 


These cards are an ideal additional resource for use 
with the nursery course At Church with Three-Y ear- 
Olds. They come in the form of a packet, contain- 
ing 17 cards 5” x 7”. 


Each card has an appealing picture 
printed in two colors with a line of 
text to help the child recall some ex- 
perience at church. Backs of the cards 
suggest ways that parents can use 
them, give brief stories and list others. 


Thirteen of the cards correspond to sessions in At 
Church with Three-Year-Olds and are for the child 
to take home from church school, one each Sunday. 
Two are for the teacher to send to her pupils at 
special times during the year. One card goes to 
the parents at the beginning of the quarter and 
another contains instructions for the teacher. 







a, 


Write for free examina- 
tion copies. 


35 cents per quarterly 
packet. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 

, OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179 

ST. LOUIS 66, MO. 
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by Rolland H. Sheafor 








Your Building Questions Answered 


QUESTION: Our church is con- 
sidering the use of a bonding plan 
to finance a capital expansion 
program. Does Church Exten- 
sion offer such a plan or similar 
financial program? 


ANSWER: In general, bonding 
plans are used by congregations 
whose national, Church Extension 
loan funds are not available—at 
least in the required amount—to 
established congregations. 

Through the sale of bonds— 
usually commercially managed— 
the church borrows the fundg it 
requires from its members and 
friends. 

The Board of Church Exten- 
sion of Disciples of Christ does 
not direct the sale of such bonds. 

However, through its Certifi- 
cate-Loan Plan of ‘cooperative 
financing’? Church Extension has 
developed an alternative program 
having many advantages. 


1. The first step is always a 
general consultation with a 
Church Extension staff repre- 
sentative. It is his responsibility 
to draw upon more than three- 
quarters of a century of Church 
Extension experience to make 
sure that the proposed program 
is financially sound as well as 
visionary. He is a specialist in 
Christian church financing. 

2. The church, itself, does not 
issue bonds. Rather, it sells 
Church Extension investment 
certificates, the proceeds of 
which are “earmarked” for use 
in the church conducting the pro- 





Rolland H. Sheafor is Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension. 
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gram. Thus, the investor does 
not look to his own church—with 
its limited assets and resources— 
for repayment. Rather, he looks 
to Church Extension with its 
more than $15,000,000 in assets. 
Such investor will be re-paid 
promptly and in full regardless 
of the status of the loan for 
which the certificates were pur- 
chased. 

3. In emergency, the holder of 
a Church Extension investment 
certificate may secure a refund 
of his investment even though 
the certificate has not matured. 

4. The cost of eonducting a 
Certificate-Loan program is held 
to a minimum. Procedures have 
been developed whereby a church 
can usually do the job without 
“outside” assistance. Thus, the 
only cost is for such items as 
promotional manuals, materials, 
letterheads, mimeographing, post- 
age, etc. Where a guest speaker 
—at an “All-Church Dinner’— 
would prove helpful, Church Ex- 
tension provides such staff as- 
sistance without cost to the 
church. 

5. In addition to the money 
provided through the sale of in- 
vestment certificates Church Ex- 
tension ordinarily supplies, from 
its own general loan funds, a 
substantial amount of the money 
being borrowed. 

6. In brief, through the Certi- 
ficate-Loan Plan of “cooperative 
financing” almost every Christian 
church building project—if other- 
wise sound—can be financed with 
the Board of Church Extension 
of our own Brotherhood. 





ODE TO THE BOYS 


You walk for miles on Boy 
Scout hikes, 

You ride for miles with 
friends on bikes, 

You practice baseball day after 


’ 
You dive and swim the hours 
away— 
Those things I can’t do but I 
am sure 


I'd outlast you on a shopping 
tour! 
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NE would be discouraged indeed 

were he to see at a glance the 
restrictions that limit many 
churches in their work. The gen- 
eral boards of most congregations 
have known restricting terms over 
which they have little control. Let 
us illustrate. 

A member presents a piece of 
property on which the congrega- 
tion is to build its new church. In 
sincere generosity he gives without 
restriction but the gift itself is a 
restriction. Although a different lot 
or section of the city is preferable, 
the church suffers the rest of its life 
because of the generosity of one in- 
dividual. 

A wealthy member leaves the 
church a-sum of money in his will 
with the stipulation that it be used 
for a specific purpose. Even though 
the purpose may be far less impor- 
tant for the kingdom of God than 
other projects which the entire 
church might agree upon, church 
leaders must use the legacy in the 
way designated. Again the church 
is hampered by the generosity of a 
well-meaning member. 

A family gives a picture or paint- 
ing to the church with the stipula- 
tion that it be hung in a certain 
spot in the sanctuary. The family 
of a deceased member gives a me- 
morial window in behalf of the 
loved one. A member donates a 
silver communion service which he 
indicates should be used at the 
morning hour of worship. 

On the communion table is a gold 
cross and accompanying candle- 
sticks. Flags are given by an in- 
dividual family and delivered with 
a note saying that they are to be 
used in the sanctuary. It is obvious 
that such well-meant gifts as these 
can complicate the order and 
beauty of the sanctuary to the point 
that there is ill will instead of the 
good will that was intended. 

There is a kind of blackmail in- 
ferred by the action of the church 
member who threatens to cancel his 
pledge unless the minister stops 
preaching a certain kind of a ser- 
mon, or unless the congregation 
takes a certain action. Sometimes 
it is most inconvenient to direct 
“designated offerings’ to the use 
which the donor has indicated. 


Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 


rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


What Price Restrictions? 


There are some people in the 
church who wear on their backs an 
imaginary sign as real as if it were 
literally there. On one person the 
congregation reads, “Big Donor— 
Do not offend,” or “Sensitive Per- 
son, Easily offended,” or “Gossip, 
Guard your words.” 

The restrictions imposed by such 
persons as any of those listed above 
hamper the progress of the church. 
No person feels that he is the one 
who wears an invisible sign, but 
many of us would be surprised. 

Another restriction within many 
churches is the lack of freedom to 
remove a person from office. When 
a teacher, a treasurer, a choir mem- 
ber has served for ten or fifteen 
years people sometimes feel that he 
or she would be offended to be re- 
moved. One of the great values of 
the rotation system in the church 
board is that churches do not put 
themselves in the predicament of 
having the same person in the same 
office for years at a time. Certainly 
it is a restriction when any person 


holds an office beyond his useful- 
ness or beyond the time when it is 
best for the welfare of the church 
as a whole. But there is always a 
different way he can serve. 

Another detriment to the strength 
and vitality of the total church life 
is the board member who never 
speaks up at meetings, never gives 
his viewpoint or his own evaluation 
on the subject being discussed and 
yet as soon as the meeting is over 
he tells various individuals why the 
action taken will fail, or at least 
why it was unwise. Such a person 
is a hindrance to progress and yet 
many churches let him go on un- 
inhibited and _ unrestricted year 
after year. 

What might be done to eliminate 
some if not all of these situations? 
We suggest that every church 
should observe a policy of wide dis- 
cussion on every item before a de- 
cision is made. No one person 
should decide for the whole group. 
A set of “ground rules” should be 
agreed upon to the effect that any 
decision must be made by the ap- 
propriate official group before ac- 
tion is taken. 

Many of the things we have men- 
tioned in this column will apply 
sooner or later to every church. We 
suggest that you bring the matter 
up for discussion in your church 
board and that you consider it as 
objectively as possible before the 
emergency arises. 


BETHANY RECORDS 
presents 


Guin Ream and The Collegians 
SING A SONG WITH GUIN 


18 songs — 
ideal for camp 
and conferences, 
youth rallies, 
church gatherings, 
just listening. 





“Around the 
Campfire” 
Hi-Fi, LP 

12” 
$3.98 


It features such favorites as Vive l'Amour, This Old Man, 
Vrenili, Down in the Valley, | Like the Mountains, Alouette, 
She'll Be Comin’ ‘Round the Mountain, and others. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, 
St. Lovis 66, Mo. 
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YOU 


KNOW 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
GOING 
with 
these 
guides 


The new Growing Workers’ Plan 
outlines an annual program of 
leadership education for your 
church. It imcludes_ selected 
courses for all workers, a read- 
ing program, in-service training, 
workers’ conference and partici- 
pation in community, district, or 
state leadership activities. 


The courses and materials for 
1960-61 are: 


110.1 How to Read and Study 
the Bible. The Bible and You, 
text by Blair, 10B152, $2.00; 
Leader's Guide, 93A742N, 35 
cents; Resource Packet, 75A463, 
$3.00 


211 Teaching Children. Teaching 
Children, text by Roorbach, 
10T617, $1.50; Leader's Guide, 
93A743N, 35 cents; Resource 
Packet, 75A462, $3.00 


311 Teaching Youth. Teaching 
Youth in the Church, text by 
McRae, 107140, 75 cents; Leader's 
Guide, 93A744N, 40 cents; Re- 
source Packet, 75A465, $3.00 


411 Teaching Adults. Adults 
Learn and Like It, text by Cald- 
well, 10A247, $1.00; Leader's 
Guide, 93A745N, 40 cents; Re- 
source Packet, 75A466, $3.00 


610 Improving the Sunday 
Church School. Building a Better 
Sunday School, text by Burke, 
10B224, 75 cents; Leader's Guide, 
93A746N, 35 cents; Resource 
Packet, 75A464, $3.00 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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—And Some to Be Associates 
(Continued from page 5.) 


Fellow ministers will say encouragingly, “Some- 
day you will have a church of your own’’ but have 
patience, my friend. Age comes too soon upon us. 
And there will be those dear ones, both young and 
old, who will express more appreciation to you than 
you deserve. They will look up to you, praise you, 
and do anything possible for you because they 
think you are great. Then, when you get “a 
church of your own,” they will think of you, pray 
for you, and serve your successor in the same 
way. They, with Paul, believe some are to be 
associates. 

Yours very truly, 


Your PASTOR 


THE CIRCLE 


Let us come, then, to these quiet paths, 
Where first we walked, and where we found 
The paths that led us on. 

These have we known: 


Chill caress of blinding mist 

And lash of sudden rain; 

Then spears of sunlight piercing through, 
And clouds of peace in sunset’s train. 


Dry earth’s despairing, dying thirst, 
And dust that choked the way; 

Then streams of water springing forth 
Beside still waters where we lay. 


The lonely paths none else could walk, 
And thoughts that none could share; 
Then love of outstretched hands again, 
And brimming laughter, free from care. 


The darkness of our wondering minds 
And seeking for a promised land; 
The light of those who knew the way, 
And showed it us with gentle hand. 


The shadowed valley where we walked, 
Paths dark with doubt and fear; 

The craggy path to summit’s peak, 
And far horizons, wide and clear. 


These are the paths that led us hence, 
These are the paths that lead us on. 


—Elizabeth Smiley Bremer 


THE CHRISTIAN 
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MID-SUMMER SALE August 17-31 


OUR opportunity to save on books 
and materials. Some merchandise 
is new; some is shopworn. Orders 
will be filled in sequence in which re- 





ALL SALES FINAL LIMITED QUANTITIES 


ceived. No discounts will be allowed. 


Postage is paid on all cash orders except 
as noted; postage is extra on charge or- 
Take advantage of this sale to do 
part or all of your Christmas shopping! 


ders. 


Quan. No. for Reg. Sale Quan. No. for Reg. Sale Quan. No. for Reg. Sale 
ordered sale Price Price ordered sale Price Price ordered sale Price Price 
----(16) Famous Negro Music ----(11) The Invincible Christ— 
Books of General Interest Makers—Hughes. A book for Heltzel. A captivating book 
| _..-(10) The Alcohol Problem Vis- young people concerning the on the eternal significance of 
valized—National Forum. A leading personalities in Ameri- Jesus. 2.00 .95 
presentation of significant find- ca's music. 3.00 95 ----(13) In His Name—Appleton. 
ings of scientific research. $2.20 $ .95 ----(13) Famous Stories of Inspir- 289 prayers for the Church 
.---(24) The Bible in Verse—Ford. ing Hymns—Emurian. A col- and the World. 3.00 1.25 
A pleasant source of informa- lection of 50 true and inspir- .---(15) In the Sight of the Lord 
tion for the Bible reader. 1.00 .50 ing stories. ys —Bayne. Our world _ seen 
.---(5) A Bar of Shadow—van der ----(11) Faith Healing and the through the eyes of Christ. 2.00 .95 
Post. A testament to the most Christian Faith—Boggs, Jr. ----(14) Japan at the Midcentury 
difficult love of all—the love Charting his course by the —Axling. A close account of 
of one enemy for another. 1.95 .95 Bible, the author answers Japan from the turn of the 
.---(7) Books of the Old Testa- many of the puzzling ques- century till today. 23 
j ment—Pfeiffer. The modern tions raised by claims of .---(6) The Key to Ephesians— 
| reconstruction of the books of “faith healers."’ 3.50 1.50 Goodspeed. The theory that 
| the Bible. 5.00 2.00 .---(62) Forward March—Heart- Ephesians was not written by 
i ----(16) Communicating the Gos- berg. For the young people Paul, substantiated by detailed 
pel—Luccock. Technical aspects who are about to enter the comparison. 2.50 1.20 
of sermon construction. 3.95 1.50 military service. 25 .10 .---(16) Looking Unto Jesus— 
----(8) The Christian Case for Ab- .---(8) The Family Book of Child Gwynne. 52 devotional medi- 
stinence—20 fresh interpreta- Care—Newton. Sound advice tations, one for each week of 
| tions of the Christian position on every aspect of child raising the year. 1:00 .50 
in prize-winning sermons. 3.00 1.50 from conception to adoles- 4 : 
----(32) Citizen's Guide to De- cence. 4.95 2.50 Novels and Biographies 
Segregation—Hill and Green- li d th , 
| ; ----(9) Fendementelion end the (4) And the Waters Prevailed 
berg. A story of Social and Church—Hebert. One of the +0 Adi, det eee 
legal change in America. 145 J fairest minds pleading for unity ae a aie ooainiaeatie 
en Mee ~~ -_ - oo in the Christian Ghurch. 3.00 .95 nan abies . 3.00 95 
mon Man—Gockel. 00) : : i : ‘ 
on the cross, that is addressed i ha ae tee: — ----(4) And Walk in Love—Buck- 
Wilson. For all the family: A | sha cnmne 
to the common man. 2.00, .95 . . : master. novel on ‘ 
(6). Chi Teen-A 4 . a warm, rich collection of de plex, and modern personality 
=eaa inese leen-ngers an lightful Christmas stories. 2% # f Paul of T 3.95 1.25 
God—Thompson. A moving ...-(6) Fears Men Live Byp—Hirsh. of Paul of Tarsus. sa 
t f Ch teen-ager: . .---(7) All Other Ground—Briggs. 
Sa ae deca, ee A provocative book about A rebellious young man obeys 
and their families fleeing from : young Y 
h Seaial 275 .95 what science has learned of a call to become a preacher. 3.00 1.25 
the Japanese invasion. , ’ prejudice in America, and : ae 
(3) Coins of Bible Days— , .---(27) Behind the Mountains 
nee : ae what can be done about it. 2.75 .95 : 1 of 
Banks. The stories behind the ae ; LaFarge. A romantic novel o' 
pieces of silver, gold ond ----(23) Giving and Growing— everyday life in old Mexico. 3.00 1.25 
Leume ak tut ‘Genatt “ Donaldson. Suggestions for ...-(16) Below the Surface— 
more years ago 4.50 2.50 increasing pledges. 2.50 95 Hazeltine. Stories of adven- 
7) The Dead Sea Scrolls—Du- ; ----(18) Growing Up to Love— ture under land and water. 3.95 1.50 
aie eae chat at th Amstutz, M.D. For every ..--(18) The Dwarf Pine—Reiser. 
= an calidi on > srant. 2.50 .95 A tender, penetrating novel of 
| she ‘fo He. 225 .95 .--(12, «he Gift—Hull. An illus- love and family life in Japan. 1.95 1.25 
“fo ee, Youth—Holli ; j trated tale for Christmas, to .---(5) Emily San—Reynolds. A 
inate os abies. Z 1.95  ----(4) Through the Gospels to can girl living in Japan. 2.75 1.50 
E Jesus—Beck. A general study = ----- [14) Glory Trail—Walker. The 
----(9) Elijah, Prophet of the Ore _ . g = any of Venn, Widens tate 
God—Levinger. An accurc‘e tla . : \ h 
a es . gle to serve the Ozarks and 
study of the life of Elijah 2.00 .75 ----(13) How Far the Promised hapend in the -minkinp. 3.50 1.50 
.---(82) The Experiment of Faith Land—White. A testament of a ty Cheeen; Clan ond-ad 
—Shoemoker. An effort to progress in race felations by dain, Te oni 
woke business and the down- a lifetime fighter in the cause. 3.50 1.75 wayly ok Many Amen, 
town job an expression of ----(11) Here Is Africa—Gatti. A champion, ployboy, drunkard, 
Christian faith. Vae eo thrilling, personally conducted who now fights for God. 295 .95 
.---(16) Everyman's United Na- tour from French Morocco to _..-(11) A Gentle Knight—Can- 
tions. The aims, structure and Cape of Good Hope. 3.50 1.95 non. A biography of inter- 
work of the United Nations ----(13) Ideas for Young People’s racial marriage, subjected to 
family. 1.50.75 Programs—Anderson and Carl- cruel pressures and strains. 3.95 1.50 
.---(8) Expository Studies on the son. A storehouse of ideas ----(83) | Saw Congo—Moon. 
Life of Christ—Colton. An to keep a lively program mov- The story of 15 busy, fruitful 
unusual and rewarding ap- ing. 75 35 years of missionary service in 
proach to a supernatural life. 2.00 .75 __..(12) Ideas for Boys’ and Girls the Congo. 3.00 .50 
----(12) A Faith to Proclaim— Programs—Anderson and Carl- ----(47) The Second Miracle— 
Stewart. An inspiring and in- son. Companion volume to Greave. A personal account 
dispensable book for the min- the above, except aimed at of the author's triumph over 
ister. e 3.00 1.50 Juniors. 60 .35 leprosy. 3.00 .50 





Quan. No. for 
ordered sale 


----(15) Harriet Tubman—Petry. 
The story of the legendary 
*‘Moses’’ of the Civil War 
era. 

.---(34) The Heart of the Rose— 
McKee. A _ compelling story 
of a 12-year-old girl. 

----(9) Jeremiah, Prophet of Dis- 
aster—Millikin. A popular 
biography of a timeless hero 
of God. 

----(8) Jezebel—Wilson. The story 
of a willful, ruthless woman 
and the struggle between 
good and evil. 


Books for Children 


----(13) Games for Boys and Girls 
—Harbin. Several hundred 
games for indoors and out, 
small or large groups, with 
simple directions. Paper. 

.---(13) Games of Many Nations 
—Harbin. 149 games collected 
from 27 countries. 

----(7) In My Mother's House— 
Clark. This is the story of the 
Tewa Indian children: how 
they see the world. 

----(17) Julio—Tyman. A delight- 
ful story about an appealing 
Mexican boy. 

.---(7) Joel Is the Youngest—Ish- 
Kishor. The story of Joel, try- 
ing to prove he was big 
enough to belong. 

----(6) Joe Sunpool—Wilcox. A 
story of the great Haskell In- 
stitute in Kansas, and its stu- 
dents. 

.---(32) A little Book of Bedtime 
Songs—Brown. Songs to send 
children to sleep, relaxed and 
happy, assured of being loved. 

----(20) A little Book of Singing 
Graces—Brown. Helps chil- 
dren get the habit of saying 
grace, through songs. 

----(22) Lively Games for Boys 
and Girl—Howard. The 
games in this book are geared 
to the younger set, and safe. .50 

----(21) The Little Ones—Hogan. 
This is the fascinating story of 
the ‘‘little ones’’ of the forest. 2.25 


Reg. Sale 
Price Price 


Bethany Press Books 

.---Forty Days with Jesus—Willcockson 

.---Land of the Morning—Stevenson 

----What Are You Doing?—Jones 

----Which Way Is Progress?—Jones 

.---The Nature of the Christian Ministry 
—Cole 

.---New Testament Concept of the Min- 
istry—Cole 

----Planning for Young People in Your 
Church—Swearingen 

----Calling Men for the Ministry—Adams 


Bulletins 


2-color bulletins from the Every Sunday 
Bulletin Service (back numbers that 
can be used to fill in when illustra- 


Tear out this page. Fill in quantity 
of each item ordered. Give the in- 
formation requested at the right 
and mail to: 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Quan. No. for 
ordered sale 


Reg. Sale 

Price Price 
tion on front does not matter) Bulletins 
—Christmas and Easter only. Regular 
price, $ .95 per 100; Sale price $ .25 
per 100 plus postage. Order in mul- 
tiples of 100. No matching pieces. 

----with copy on page 4 

.---without copy on page 4 
4-color Seasonal Bulletins. In mul- 
tiples of 50 of a kind. Regular price, 
$2.00 per 100; Sale price $1.00 per 
100 plus postage. 

----Rally Day Bulletins 

.---New Year Bulletins 

----Candlelight Bulletins 

----Grace (Thanksgiving) Bulletins 

----Palm Sunday Bulletins 

.---Thanksgiving Bulletins 

.---Easter Bulletins 

----Christmas Bulletins 
Matching Offering envelopes for 
Easter and Christmas. Regular price, 
Easter, $ .80 per 100; Christmas $ .85 
per 100; Sale price Easter or Christ- 
mas, $ .40 per 100 plus postage. 

----Easter Offering Envelopes 

----Christmas Offering Envelopes 
Letterheads for Easter and Christmas. 
Regular price, $2.00 pes 100; Sale 
price $1.00 per 100 plus postage. 

----Easter Letterheads 

.---Christmas Letterheads 
Matching Mailing Envelopes for letter- 
heads above. Regular price, $2.00 
per 100; Sale price, $1.00 per 100 
plus posage. 

----Easter Mailing Envelopes 

.---Christmas Mailing Envelopes 


Communion Ware 

----(2. pair) $B154 Candela- 
bro—7 branch. Table 
model. Shopworn, per 
pair 

----(2 pair) Bronze Electric 
Candlesticks. | Shopworn, 
per pair 

----(5 pair) Bronze Vases. 
Shopworn, per pair 

----(2) Bronze Cross wifh IHS. 
Shopworn, each 

----(1) Bronze Cross without 
IHS. Shopworn 

----(4) Study Lamp, each 
*Plus transportation. 


Chalkboards 


.---(4) 24” x 36” Green 
Chalkboard, each 

----(1) 42” x 60” Black 
Chalkboard 

----(2) 48” x 72” Green 
Chalkboard, each 

----(1) 48” x 72” Black 
Chalkboard 

----(40) Yellow Chalk, per 
gross 
*Plus transportation. 


Miscellaneous 
----(12) Sets—knife, fork, spoon 

—with Cross and Crown 

stamped on handles; per set $1.65 $ .75 
----(15) Desk Calling Card File, 

capacity of 500, each 4.50 1.00 


Please print. 


Name of Church 


LC) Payment enclosed 
(1 Charge to 


Quan. No. for 
ordered sale 


Out of Print Items 


CERTIFICATES. Stock is 
*limited. 
4-page Certificates with full- 
color picture on the front; in 
white envelopes. Regular 
price, $ .06 each; Sale price, 
$ .45 per dozen 

----(4,000) Cradle Roll Certificates 

----(3,400) Nursery and Beginner 
Certificates 

----(3,600) Cradle Roll to Beginner 

----(3,800) Beginner to Primary 

----(3,600) Intermediate to Young 
People , 

----(1,800) General, from depart- 
ment to department 

----(1,800) General, from grade 
to grade 
Attendance Rolls for Three 
Months 
Hang them in the class. Metal 
edges at top and bottom pre- 
vent curling 

----(125) with space for 39 names $ .35 $ .25 

----(100) with space for 35 names .40  .25 

----(1,300) My Book of Dedication 
(a certificate of appointment, 
records of service and train- 
ing, and collection of thoughts 
for teachers, superintendent, 
pianist, secretary, etc., with 4- 
color cover) per dozen 
Promotion Certificate. 8 pages 
with 4-color pictures, per 
dozen 

----(72) Junior to Intermediate 

----(1,728) Intermediate to Senior 


Reg. Sale 
Price Price 


Postcards 


Full-color postcards for various occa- 
sions. Regular price, $1.50 per 100; 
Sale price, $ .75 per 100 

----(1,500) Adult Get Well Cards 

.---(1,700) Men's Bible Class Absentee 
Cards 

----(1,600) Women's Bible Class Ab- 
sentee Cards 

----(4,000) Vacation Is Over Cards 

----(9,000) Invitation to Christmas Serv- 
ices 


----(3,000) Easter Postcards 


Audio -Visuals 


----(2) Phonotrix Tape Re- 
corder, operates on flash- 
light batteries, transistor, 
variable speeds, weighs 
only 4 Ibs 

---(1) 16 MM Bell & Howell 
Projector, Demonstrator, 
like new 479.00 349.00 


$ 79.95 $ 49.95 


Color Filmstrips 


----(10) Peace on Earth $3.95 $2.75 
----(6) Babies of Farm and Home 5.00 
.---(8) Living in Southeastern Asia 6.00 
----(5) A Mystery That Made New 

Friends 
----(4) Sea Shells and Coconuts 
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Study on Conversions 
Editor, The Christian: 


Following my Christian Herald 
articles on “Why Protestants Be- 
come Catholics” and “Why Catho- 
lics Become Protestants,” a pub- 
lisher is interested in a full-length 
book based on 200 stories from 
Protestants who converted from 
Roman Catholicism. 

Largely because of my location, 
I have only one story from the 
Disciples of Christ. I should have 
about 15. 

If any of your readers who are 
converts from Roman Catholicism 
would be willing to discuss their 
reasons, I will be glad to have them 
write me for a_ questionnaire. 
Postage will be returned and no 
names will be used in any way.— 
RUSSELL O. BERG, 457 Ninth. Street, 
Brooklyn, 15, N. Y. 


Cooperative Social Action 
Editor, The Christian: 


In light of the recent vicious at- 
tacks against the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, I 
believe it is time for Christians to 
speak out in defense of the National 
Council of Churches. I have known 
some prominent church leaders who 
have been, and still are, active in 
the National Council and they are 
sincere, dedicated Christians—dedi- 
cated to Christ and His way of 
life. 

You cannot be dedicated to Christ 
and be a Communist as has been 
charged by the attackers of National 
Council. I shudder to think that 
these attackers are speaking to audi- 
ences of 4,000 people. 

They state that the church should 
not be involved in politics and social 
issues. Why should the church not 
take a stand in these matters? 
Jesus did not hesitate to speak out 
against sin and social evils of his 
day. If we are Christians and dedi- 
cated to his way of life, then we 
must act and ask ourselves, “What 
would Jesus do?” We cannot over- 
come the sin and social evils of to- 
day individually, but as Christians 
united through the church. 

The United States government 
does not attempt to fight crime with 
one individual at a time, but by a 
strong organization like the F.B.I. 
It is only as Christians unite into 





AUGUST 14, 1960 


“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 


a strong church that we can combat 
sin and the social evils of today, 
and how much stronger we can be 
doing it through the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, Christians of all 
denominations banded together to 
build the Kingdom of God. 


They say that the ministers 
should not preach on social issues. 
It seems to me that is just what 
the ministers should do. The min- 
ister is there to stir our Christian 
conscience into action. If we bridle 
the minister’s tongue so that he 
preaches only what we want to 
hear, how can we grow spiritually 
as individuals or be stirred to action 
as a church to do as Christ would 
have us do? 

We cannot deny freedom in the 
pulpit for that is denying freedom 
of speech. We may not always 
agree with the minister’s viewpoint 
but we must defend his right to say 
it. Even though we may differ with 
him, it can be done in Christian 
love. 

The minister must spur the peo- 
ple of his congregation into action. 
I know of one young minister, who, 
with the backing of his congrega- 
tion, succeeded in keeping beer and 
liquor from being sold in his town. 
He could not have done it alone nor 
could just one person from his 
congregation have done it; but, as 
Christian church people united in a 
common purpose, they succeeded. 
So let the minister and the church 
speak on social issues. More power 
to them! 

I am glad that National Council 
has come out with information con- 
cerning their organization, includ- 
ing material on the Air Force 
Manual. This material can be ob- 
tained by writing to National Coun- 
cil headquarters in New York and I 
sincerely hope that Christian peo- 
ple will avail themselves of this 
opportunity to learn the _ truth. 
Someone has said that “truth may 
be eclipsed but it can never be 
obliterated.”—-RUTH ROBERTSON, 
Berea, Ky. 


The Vatican State 
Editor, The Christian: 


Your editorial in The Christian, 
June 5, is par excellent. 


It is hard to make people realize 


Letters... 






that the Vatican is a state and de- 
mands recognition as a state every- 
where among their people. 

We all have fine Roman Catho- 
lic friends but when the church 
speaks that’s a different story. 

Here is one person who appreci- 
ates your speaking, or, rather, writ- 
ing out—THOMAS MILLER, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. 


Davison Series 
Editor, The Christian: 


The series of four articles by 
Dr. F. E. Davison on the question 
“What Is Expected of Me as a 
Member of the Christian Church?” 
which ran in The Christian of Jan- 
uary 3, 10, 17, 24, was most helpful 
to us. We appreciate so much his 
comments on thoughts and ideas 
which have a great influence on 
Christian life. 

You may be interested to know 
that last night we presented a Lay- 
men’s panel based on the four 
words which he developed in the 
series. This was so enthusiastically 
received and so appreciated that 
we wanted you to know about it. 

Each of the four speakers built 
his talk around one of the words 
and then developed some of his 
own ideas along with it, which 
really made for an inspiring eve- 
ning. 

We found that every one of these 
laymen was really “a diamond in the 
rough” and not so rough either. 

Thank you for inspiring us to try 
something different—Mrs. JAMES 
WILSON, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Historic, Present Truth 
Editor, The Christian: 


The authentic tone of eloquence, 
the steep heights of inspiration, the 
deepening of the wells of faith, the 
spiritual significance of scripture— 
how fine to get them all in one 
of the incomparable sermons of 
Raphael H. Miller (“As Far as Beth- 
any,” The Christian, May 15)! Thus, 
through the great gift of discern- 
ment, Luke 24:50 is revealed as a 
passage divinely invested with both 
historic and present truth, a verse 
not of words only, but a “way.”— 
Harry H. WIGGINS, Fairview Park, 
Ohio 
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Let’s Talk It Over 
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QUESTION: Is it necessary 
or even desirable to hold a dedi- 
cation ceremony over every 
new piece of furniture or even 
newly elected officers, ap- 
pointed teachers, or even young 
people departing for confer- 
ence? I can understand the 
dedication of babies. The proud 
parents are entitled to have 
their offspring noticed and in- 
troduced to the congregation. 


ANSWER: First, let me say 
that any church must avoid 
riding hobbies. Apparently in 
this one church dedication cere- 
monies have become a hobby. 
It may be that the minister has 
felt that such services would 
attract worshipers and increase 
attendance. 


You have suggested that a 
line be drawn between the ani- 
mate and the inanimate ob- 
jects. I am glad you did not 
rule out the dedication of ba- 
bies for I was perhaps among 
the first of the Disciple minis- 
ters who established such dedi- 
cation ceremonies. 


I feel that there is much 
more to such a sacred service 
than showing off the babies. If 
the service is properly carried 
out the parents should feel that 
the church has given a spiritual 
blessing to their child and that 
it is the parental responsibility 
to rear the child in the love and 
admonition of the Lord. 


We will continue to print the 
late Dr. Davison’s column until 
all the questions he had an- 
swered have been used. 


Maybe the brief service for 
young people going to summer 
conference should be more of a 
commissioning service than 
that of dedication. It is well 
for these youth to know that 
they are representatives of a 
particular congregation and 
that the reputation of that 
church rises or falls depending 
on their attitude at conference. 

There may be stronger argu- 
ments against a yearly dedica- 
tion of church officers and 
teachers. It might be said that 
if the folk are worthy to serve 
in these positions they do not 
need any special service setting 
them apart for that task. How- 
ever, the Christian life is at its 
best a reaching out toward the 
prize of the high calling in 
Christ Jesus. 

Most of us have not reached 
the state of sainthood to which 
you refer. Even elders and 
deacons and sometimes deacon- 
esses neglect to bridle their 
tongues and they start fires of 
contention which threaten the 
very life of the church. For 
such as these maybe we need 
more services of dedication in- 
stead of fewer. 

When rightly interpreted the 
communion service each Sun- 
day should be a time of re- 
newed dedication. It says to 
all of us, “Do not be conformed 
to this world but be trans- 
formed by the renewal of your 
mind. ...” Of course, our lives 
must give evidence that we 
have been with Jesus at the 
Lord’s Table. 

A question came in yester- 
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day’s mail asking whether a 
man should continue to serve 
as an elder if he never comes 
to church unless it is his time 
to serve at the table and then 
leaves after the communion 
service. The communion serv- 
ice apparently means nothing 
to this brother. He perhaps 
needs a special dedication serv- 
ice wherein he promises to act 
like a mature Christian and not 
like a pouting child. 

To rule out the dedication of 
all inanimate objects would of 
course do away with church 
dedication ceremonies. It would 
seem to me that such a dedica- 
tion has value to those who 
have dreamed and worked for 
the new structure and will in 
itself attract some who have 
had no part in helping erect the 
building. That does not open 
the way for the dedication of 
every coat rack or the new 
floor waxer. 
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“Owing to my position I’ve 
decided not to take sides on 
the issue of air-conditioning 
our auditorium “ 





